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SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

· Early history of Darwin’s 
water supply 

· Jones Store 

· Repurposing of the old 
welfare building in Borroloola 

October 2023 

National Trust of Australia 
Northern Territory 

E Newsletter  
WELCOME NEW COUNCIL   
The National Trust of Australia NT conducted elections for a new council on 21 September 2023. This 
new council will hold the reigns over 2023-2025 and congratulations to the new council members. 

President:  Mr Eddie Webber 
Vice President: Dr Bill Low 
Treasurer: Ms Emma Bell 
Secretary: Ms Frieda Evans 
 
General Councillors:  Branch Councillors: 
 
Merriel Lawrie   Darwin - Sarah Arblaster 
Janet Leather   Gulf - Eddie Webber 
Tom Sawyer   Katherine - Stephanie Hill 
Chris Spargo   McDouall Stuart -Brenda Shields 
    Tennant Creek - Wayne Green 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

From the Council past: This has been a year of consolidation for the NT National Trust with the 
resolution of a number of long-standing issues including asbestos mitigation plans for all of our 
properties, sewerage issues at Myilly point and resolution of the train display shed access in Pine 
Creek. We saw the end of our five year funding agreement with the NTG in June 2023. We prepared a 
revised funding agreement for the Minister and Heritage Branch for consideration and are yet to be 
advised of the outcome. I feel the lack of consultation does not bode well for us. There has been a 
decrease in funding annually over the last five years and I suspect the trend may continue. How the 
Trust will survive is something for the new Council to contemplate. Insurance looms large on our 
horizon and consumes an inordinate proportion  of our budget and is expected to be in the $60,000 
range this year. 

The Heritage theme for this year is Shared Stories and the Gulf Branch has risen to the occasion and 
compiled stories pertaining to stolen children, politicians, pastoral properties, policemen, local 
identities and of course crocodiles just to name a few. It is hoped that this can be published in the not-
too-distant future. Katherine and Alice Springs ran highly successful heritage festival events this year. 
Audit House and Burnett House have a growing reputation as venues for weddings, family gatherings, 
social functions and business conferencing. The Trust continues with the ongoing challenges of caring 
for buildings in a competitive environment with ever increasing costs and trade skills shortage in 
regional and remote regions. We were fortunate this year in gaining funding to undertake much 
needed repairs to a number of buildings across the Territory in Pine Creek, Borroloola and Newcastle 
Waters through the NTG Heritage Grants Program and without these the buildings would continue to 
deteriorate. Katherine Branch continues to power ahead and their resilience in the face of continued 
vandalism and anti-social behaviour is amazing. 

Other notable heritage highlights include the finalisation of the assessment of the tourism potential of 
Newcastle Waters townsite, the eco trail business plan for the Miners Park in Pine Creek by the 
Australian Institute of Mines and Metallurgy and the commemoration of the joining of the Overland 
Telegraph Line 150 years ago at Frew's Pond. Issues over access to the train storage shed at Pine Creek 
have also been resolved and the history of the North Australia Railway Interpretation panel is in the 
process of being upgraded to reflect the present status of the Darwin to Adelaide rail link, thanks to a 
CBF funded grant.  

Doug and Joan Fardell returned to manage the Pine Creek Railway Station this tourist season and have 
done an exemplary job. The NT Trust awarded life membership to Darwin Branch stalwart Julie 
Mastin for her many years of service to the Trust on all levels. On a more sombre note, Roger Davey 
one of our long-term attendants at Burnett and Roadmasters House passed away a gathering was held 
at Burnett House to commemorate his life.   

This year has been pretty much a hard slog as we implemented austerity measures to ensure our 
outgoings are kept to within our very finite income streams. A number of hard decisions were required 
to achieve this. As you can see from above, elections were recently held and the new Council has a 
mixture of old and new members, ensuring a retention of corporate knowledge and new enthusiasm. 

Once again, a heartfelt thankyou to those many volunteers who 
continue to work behind the scene at branch level and the core 
Finance/Executive group who keep the wheels and the lights on. 

 



“a big thankyou to all staff members of 
Accor, Ventia, Jalu Carpentry and Roy 
Sanders for their time and amazing 
efforts for the NT Trust” 

Heat stress 

Heat stress can happen when your body overheats and can’t cool itself to its 
normal body temperature. 

It can cause minor conditions like dehydration and heat cramps but can also 
cause life-threatening conditions like heat stroke. The risk of experiencing 
heat stress is higher in the Northern Territory (NT). 

Seasonal risk 

In the NT, hot weather conditions can occur all year. During the warmest 
months from October to March, residents and visitors need to take extra 
precaution to reduce their risk of heat stress. 

Extreme heat warnings are issued by the Bureau of Meteorology when 
unusually high maximum and minimum temperatures are forecast over a 3 
day period. 

Learn how to take precautions during extreme heat warnings on 
the SecureNT website. 

VENTIA COMMUNITY 
GRANT 

The NT Trust recently received a very 
generous Ventia Community Grant of 
$2,000 for the NT National Trust, to 
assist with setting up of the Audit 
House Amenities kitchen.  NT Trust 
President Eddie Webber and Darwin 
Branch representative Dr Julie 
Mastin accepted the donation on 
behalf of NT Trust at the Ventia 
Industry Engagement function  on 
the 20 September 23. It was a very 
pleasant evening.  

Staff Members of Venita, Accor and 
Roy Sanders supplied paint and 
donated their time to paint the 
downstairs area of Burnett house, as 

a community project. They also 
donated their time and materials to 
install cupboards, sinks and a hot 
water service  in the Audit House 
Amenities Block.    

A very big thankyou to our new NT 
Trust Treasurer Emma Bell for 
coordinating and 
setting up this 
joint project.  
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Audit House Servery fit out - thanks 
again everyone - we are extremely 

grateful 

2024 HERITAGE THEME 

CONNECTIONS 

Encourages the community to celebrate the rich and 
diverse stories of our nation, strengthen cultural 
and historical ties and forge new bonds. Celebrates 
our link to people, places and the past, and the 
enduring connections that will shape the future of 
heritage. 

KEY  FACTS  ON  HEAT STROKE 

· Heatstroke is a life threatening condition 
where your body overheats. It’s more 
common in hot, humid weather. 

· As well as nausea, dizziness, headache and 
muscle cramps, heatstroke can cause hot, 
dry, red skin and confusion, seizures and 
loss of consciousness. 

· If someone has heatstroke, try to cool them 
down while waiting for the ambulance, for 
example by moving them into a cool or 
shady place, removing excess clothing, and 
offering sips of cool drink. 

· Be prepared for hot weather, stay out of the 
sun and drink plenty of water. 

 

National Trust NT would like to acknowledge and thank the 
NTG for a CBF grant and their ongoing support which 
allowed for the installation of stainless steel bench tops in 
the amenities block (by AKC Contracting). 



MCDOUALL STUART BRANCH - UPDATE 

The AGM for MCDS Branch was held on Sunday 24 September. 14 people 
attended  the AGM with apologies from another eight due to an abundance of 
social and other society activities in Alice. So many people in Alice belong to 
multiple organisations in order to keep them all running!  

The election returned most of the same committee members despite a strong 
harangue by returning officer Loraine Braham extolling people to put 
their hands up to join the MCDS Committee. Bill Low was returned as Chair, 
Ian Mann as Treasurer and Brenda Shields as committee member (and Branch 
Councillor for National Trust NT). Certificates of Appreciation were awarded to 
Loraine Braham, Jose Petrick, Anne Scherer, Nancye Gorey, David Hewett and 
Joel Crawford for their long running contributions to the branch and heritage 
in Alice Springs. Loraine and Nancye find it difficult to keep volunteering to 
attend and open Hartley Street School and are stepping back from direct 
activities after many years of service. Nancye was also a student at Hartley St 
School in 1948 and active in supporting early branch activities. Loraine has led 
the activities for visits from primary school students for decades, a role that 
Joel has recently taken over.   

MCDS HISTORIAN  

PRESENTATION 

 

Following the AGM, professional 
historian Megg Kelham presented 
a talk on her memories of studying 
history in central Australia, titled 
"Wallowing in the history of 
Central Australia, two decades of 
professional historic studies into 
Aboriginal, Afghan and European 
activities in central Australia.  

Megg's talk was a 
philosophical discussion of the 
interactions of Aboriginal 
residents and newcomers and the 
undocumented role Aboriginal 
(and European) women played in 
the history of central Australia.  

Thanks for an interesting 
talk Megg, and we wish you well in 
your future (and hopefully, for us) 
a delayed move to Adelaide.      

Of course we had to have mud 
cake for afternoon tea and 
continue discussions and 
reminiscences with old timers 
including Olga Radcke, Dave and 
Margaret Hewett, Mary Neck, Jose 
Petrick, Loraine Braham, Jane and 
Peter Bannister, Brenda Shields, 
Jim and Alison Thomas. We also 
welcomed a newcomer Wendy 
Cowan, a history teacher at Alice 
Springs Middle School.  

Above is the gathering at the MCDS AGM on 24 September 2023 
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“July and August have been filled with exciting events and achievements, 
and we’re thrilled to share the highlights with you”  

July was a special month as we celebrated the retirement of Robyn Morris, a 
dedicated assistant teacher at Katherine South School for an incredible 38 
years. It was heart warming to witness the presence of numerous past students 
and their families at the event, coming together to honour Robyn’s remarkable 
career.  

KATHERINE BRANCH - UPDATE 

CELEBRATING ROBYN MORRIS’S RETIREMENT 

Blooming Success at the 
Katherine Show 
In July, the gardens at O’Keeffe house 
were a sight to behold, bursting with 
vibrant colours.  

We are delighted to announce that for the 
second consecutive year, we were 
honoured with the “Best Business or 
Government Garden” awarded at the 
Katherine Show.  

Congratulations go out to all the 
volunteers (particularly Caroline and 
Merriel) who dedicate their time and 
effort to make this accomplishment 
possible.  

Additionally, we also won many flower 
cutting and plant categories. Several of 
our volunteers also shone in various 
cooking categories.  

 

New Committee 
At our recent Annual General Meeting, we 
elected a new committee to lead O’Keeffe 
House.  

Stephanie Hill will now serve as the Chair 
of the Committee, alongside Merriel 
Lawrie, who takes on the roles of Vice 
Chair and Treasurer, and Bess Hart, who 
will remain as Secretary.  

SAVE THE DATES 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 
Looking ahead, we’re excited to 
share that our annual Christmas 
Light at O’Keeffe House will once 
again illuminate the gardens of 
O’Keeffe House and the Sidney 
Williams Hut.  

Mark your calendars for the 
opening nights on Saturday 25th 
November, then Friday 1st 
December, Saturday 9th 
December, December 16th 
December. 

 It promises to be a magical 
experience for the whole family.  
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Paddy Buntine and sister Robyn Morris 



In August, we hosted two fantastic events. The Katherine Town Council’s Sip 
and Paint Seniors event was a creative and enjoyable gathering, resulting in 
some impressive artwork. Our gardens also played host to a seniors’ event 
organised by the Katherine Senior Citizen group, where everyone had a 
wonderful time learning the art of potting, thanks to Gary Beaumont’s 
entertaining and informative guidance.  

K-Town Street Art 

Festival 

The Katherine Branch was 
actively involved in the 
inaugural K-Town Street 
Art Festival held on Railway 
Terrace. 

The street was transformed 
into an open air art gallery, 
with representatives telling 
the stories of many of the 
artworks showcased. 

A special thanks to 
Simmone Croft for 
representing our very own 
Olive O’Keeffe, whose 
portrait graces the Victoria 
Highway end of Railway 
Terrace. 

During the festival, we also 
opened the 1926 Katherine 
Railway Station Museum to 
visitors which was viewed 
my many for the first time.  

Our stall, featuring home 
baked desserts, cakes, 
biscuits and sweets, was a 
hit with festival goers.  
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A Special Thanks to 

Our Loyal Locals 

We extend our sincere 
gratitude to our local 
regulars who continue 
to support us each 
week. Your unwavering 
commitment and 
enthusiasm have been 
the backbone of 
O’Keeffe House this 
year, and we appreciate 
your ongoing presence 
and support.  

SENIORS’ GATHERING 



MEETING WITH OUR PATRON 

In July, members of the National Trust of Australia NT Council met with our Patron 
His Honour Professor the Honourable Hugh Heggie PSM Administrator of the 
Northern Territory. We were invited to attend a morning tea with his Honour and 
Ms Jones at Government House to discuss matters of the National Trust in the NT.  

The committee and volunteers, 
have got off to a flying start with 
a Burnett House working bee to 
prepare the grounds for the wet 
season and focused planning for 
our fundraising and heritage 
events in 2024. We are very 
grateful to our volunteers who 

have kept Burnett House open Monday to Saturday this year for our local, 
interstate and international visitors, and supported our special events. Our 
goals of engagement of the community and highlighting the value of Burnett 
House as a National Trust ‘treasure’ have clearly been met.  

Recent events included a Devonshire Afternoon Tea on 17 September, held at 
Burnett House, with over 60 people attending. The ‘servers’ and ‘greeter’ always 
had a smile for our visitors so that all who attended felt special and relaxed.  

Later in the month over 60 members and friends competed our Trivia Night 
(held at the Trailor Boat Club). The night was competitive, light hearted and fun 
to bring the collective vast knowledge of the history of Darwin and a sense of 
silliness in ‘heads’ and ‘tails’ games made the night a hit!! The funds raised 
reached close to the goal of $2,000 and the feeling of teamwork was priceless.  

Speaker’s Nights are a unique way to hear a personal story of a member of the 
National Trust about a topic which may be close to home or in a foreign land as 
it was on 29 September. The speaker was Skip Menhinnitt whose topic was “A 
Matter of National Trust: The English Lake District”. Together with Skip, we  
explored his childhood home and its’ significance for the preservation of the 
natural beauty was made very poignant from a personal perspective. 
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New Committee 

At our recent Annual General 
Meeting, we elected a new 
committee - as below.  

Chair: Helen Spiers  
Treasurer: Frieda Evans 
Secretary: Fay Gurr 
Committee: Julie Mastin, 
Roslyn Scott, Maxina Parkes, 
Sarah Arblaster and Ian 
Anderson. 

DARWIN BRANCH - UPDATE 



“The tank is all that remains from Vestey's abattoir and is now used as a 
gymnasium, basketball court and assembly area at Darwin High School” 

The Vestey's Water Tank,  current 
Darwin High School, was built in 1917 
to store water for Vestey's abattoir 
complex in Darwin. The tank was 
then the largest above-ground 
structure of its type in the southern 
hemisphere, and was the first major 
project to use the new technology of 
reinforced concrete. 

An adequate supply of water proved 
to be a very expensive oversight when 
Vestey started building its abattoir. 
Of the six bores onsite only four 
worked, and they were not producing 
enough to meet the demands of the 
meat works and fill the giant tank, 
which had a capacity of almost 5 
million gallons (18.92 million litres). 

After just three years of processing 
cattle, Vestey's abattoir was closed in 
1925, but the tank remained and 
continued to have a water storage 
history for many more years.   

Interestingly, The Sydney Morning 
Herald 3 July 1916 reports “A 

proposal, with the view to improving 
the water supply at Darwin, has been 
made to the Minister for External 
Affairs (Mr Mahon). Messrs Vestey 
Bros., the proprietors of the large 
meat works in the Northern 
Territory, have asked the Minister if 
the Commonwealth would pay half 
the cost of procuring a supply from a 
spring, which is l8 miles away from 
the town. The cost is estimated at 
£60,000. The Minister has declined 
to agree to the proposal, but offers to 
give Vestey Bros, the surface rights 
necessary for the laying of pipes in 
connection with the scheme and to 
pay them 4.5 per cent, on the capital 
cost of the work, reserving for himself 
(the Minister) the right to fix rates for 
the water supplied, both to the works 
and the town, and also the right to 
resume the work at any time at the 
capital cost, less an allowance for 
depreciation.” 

We assume Vestey’s did not accept. 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF DARWIN’S WATER 
PROBABLY STARTS WITH VESTY’S WATER TANK 

  7 

Building the tank in 
1917 

(Supplied: NT 
Archives Service 
(Caudle, NTRS 284 
Glass Plate 297))  

History teacher Judy Boland in 
front of the tank 

(ABC Rural: Matt Brann)  



REPURPOSING THE DERELICT WELFARE 
BUILDING  BORROLOOLA - GULF BRANCH 

The Borroloola Old Police Station Museum constructed as a Police Station the 1880s has had many uses over 
the years since its use as a Police Station was discontinued in 1947. The Department of Aboriginal Affairs 
(Welfare) used it for many years and constructed an upstairs house in close proximity to accommodate the 
Welfare Officer Tas Festing and his family in the early 1960s.      

Cyclone Kathy roared through the small Gulf Township of Borroloola in 1985 and extensively damaged the 
upstairs building along with most of the other buildings in the town. The house was damaged beyond repair 
and knocked down. All that remained was the floorboards and downstairs toilet. 

Later that year the Old Police Station was nominated for heritage listing and became the focal point for the 
Gulf Branch of the National Trust. 

The space under the floorboards was utilised by the local  creche and children’s  playgroup for a number of 
years until they gained their own building around 2012. 

As visitation increased at the Museum, the need for better facilities and storage space became critical. A 
number of options were discussed, including a new building, however we always came back to working with 
what was there. With MRM and Bing Bong Port in full development mode there was no shortage of visiting 
contractors to use as sounding boards. 

Prior to 2011 renovations Stage 1  -  roofing 2013  

The first stage was obviously roofing as the building had been hastily covered with salvaged materials 
following Cyclone Kathy and leaked like a sieve. In 2014,  MRM provided the funding and Charlie Radavic 
the muscle. The roof design and pitch being in keeping with that of the old Police Station. 
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Note:  MRM- McArthur River Mine 



The second stage of strengthening and fitting out was undertaken by 
Cairns Industries in 2016, with funding from the Community Benefit 
Fund. Cairns Industries commenced work on 11th August with stripping 
out and completely renovating the building including windows and 
floors. 
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Building in September 2016  

Vandalism became an issue, and it was clear that 
an on site caretaker during the tourist season 
would possibly be the best solution. There were 
however, no facilities to attract a caretaker, so back 
to the drawing board and a kitchen shower and 
storeroom were drawn up and funding sought. 

These were completed in 2018 once again by 
Cairns Industries with David Kieghran 
undertaking the concreting. 

The overall transformation from a derelict building 
a community asset took six years to complete with 
an incalculable number of  volunteer hours.  



Caption describing picture or graphic 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Newcastle Waters Town is 
an excision of the Newcastle 
Waters Cattle Station. It is 
located approximately 25 km 
north of Elliott.  

Newcastle Waters is an 
historic 10,353 square 
kilometre cattle station in 
the Barkly Tablelands. This 
huge station is located 777 
kilometres north of Alice 
Springs, 290kms north of 
Tennant Creek and 705 
kilometres south from 
Darwin and was once the 
drover's crossing point 
where stock routes from the 
east and south met. 

This population centre and 
old drovers town takes its 
name from the adjacent 
water body named by John 
McDouall Stuart in 1861 
after the Duke of Newcastle, 
Henry Pelham.  

McDouall Stuart's original 
handwritten journal shows 
that he actually named the 
water body, Glandfield 
Lagoon after the then Major 
of Adelaide, but the SA 
Government decided to 
apply the name, Newcastle 
Waters, after the Secretary 
for Colonies.  
After the Pastoral Station 
was established here about 
1885 and later operated by 
the Lewis family, the Federal 
Government constructed a 
Police Station and other 
facilities before WW2 at the 
junction of the Stock Routes.  
 

JONES STORE - NEWCASTLE WATERS 

Sadly, we recently said farewell to Roger Davey, one of our long-term 
attendants at Burnett and Roadmasters House. friends and family gathered at 

Burnett House in remembrance and to commemorate his life. 

Jones Store History (excerpt from 
the book Jones Store by Peter Jones 
2016) 

The origins of the distinctly 
Australian structure that ultimately 
became known as Jones Store are 
probably replicated to some extent in 
numerous outback towns and cattle 
stations. Constructed of mud brick, 
heavy bush timbers and corrugated 
iron, Jones Store was adapted many 
times by its various owners to suit 
their differing needs and 
family circumstances. 

With three major 
droving routes, 
including the famed and 
much feared Murranji 
Track meeting a few 
miles away, it was 
inevitable a settlement 
would develop to 
provide supplies for 
cattlemen. Located on 
the main north south 
route originally surveyed 
by John McDouall Stuart 
in the latter years of the 
19th century, probably 
destined Newcastle 
Waters to  develop as a 
supply depot for 
government officials in 

the preliminary formation of the 
major north south trading route, the 
Stuart Highway. 

With a growing demand for easily 
preserved staple foods such as flour, 
sugar, biscuits, tea, coffee, jam, 
treacle, plug tobacco and saddlery 
items, clothing (hats and boots), 
petrol and kerosine, Jones Store 
became central to the growing 
community. 

FAREWELL TO ROGER 
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A Certificate of 
Appreciation  

Pine Creek Old Railway 
Station Heritage Precinct 

Volunteers 
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NT Trust President Eddie Webber 
presented Joan and Doug Fardell from 
Yeppoon, Qld with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for all their hard work 
and time coming across from Qld for 
the past few years as volunteers, 
cleaning and keeping the old Pine 
Creek Railway Station precinct open  
seven days a week for  tourists and 
locals, for the 2023 dry season. We 
look forward to their return in 2024 
and hoping we can soon have a 
volunteer for the old Pine Creek 
Repeater Building.  

Thinking of Christmas or New Year events?  
Why not recommend a NT National Trust property for that get together? 

NT Trust Myilly Point Heritage 
Precinct is an ideal venue in 
Darwin. Heritage listed Audit 
House and Burnett House are set 
in beautiful gardens and are 
increasingly popular for special 
events. 

If interested please contact 
admin@ntnationaltrust.org.au or 
call on 08 89812848 and chat 
about your needs. 



National Trust of Australia 
Northern Territory 

 
Audit House 

2 Burnett Place 
Larrakeyah 

Northern Territory 
 

Phone: 08 89812848 
E-mail:  

admin@ntnationaltrust.org.au 
www.nationaltrust.org.au/nt 

2024 HERITAGE THEME 

CONNECTIONS 

Don’t forget to keep an eye out for the Heritage 
Festival happenings in 2024 near you - expected to 
be during April and May 2024. 
If you are keen to be involved please contact your 
local branch to get involved. 

 

National Trust at the Top 

Joint Volunteers and Friends   
Christmas Party 

Volunteers of Roadmasters, Audit 
House and Burnett House and 
supporters are welcome to attend our 
end of year “thank you” event. 

Audit House on Friday 8 December. 

Please advise Suraksha at 
admin@ntnationaltrust.org.au or Fay 
Gurr at Gurr.fay@gmail.com if you are 
attending for catering purposes. 

Hope to see you there for a jolly good 
get together J 

Membership: 
Individual Membership options 
from $40 and Household options 
from $80  -  annually. 
This includes free entry to all our NT 
sites, National Trust Properties 
across Australia and now 20% off 
items in the National Trust NT store.  

Thinking about Christmas gifts??? 

 

How about a membership to the 
National Trust for a loved one or friend 
- sounds like a lovely practical gift that 

will keep on giving all year round and all 
across Australia. 
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