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President’s Report 

It is with much pleasure that I present to you on behalf of Council the Annual Report 

of the National Trust of Australia (ACT) (the Trust) for 2021-22. 

As noted in my report last year, the 2021 ACT Budget allocated to the ACT National 

Trust $525,000 over a period of three and a half years, comprising $75,000 in 

2020/21 and $150,000 in each of the following three years. 

The three key objectives of the Grant funding are to assist the Trust: 

• Effectively promote conservation of ACT’s heritage places and objects  

• Foster public knowledge about places, objects and issues  

• Attract and retain appropriate staff to continue advocacy and engagement 

work on heritage conservation.  

We are well down the path of developing and implementing a number of initiatives 

made possible by the grant. These include enhancing our Heritage Awards and 

increasing the number of heritage tours and events. 

Also, at the time of writing our new website is close to completion and we are about 

to commence our study of mid-century modernist homes. We are close to finalising 

the update and refresh of some of our most popular walking tour brochures and 

plans are well under way for our participation in the 2023 ACT Heritage Festival.  

In her report, the Chair of our Tours and Events Committee, Mary Johnston, has 

described the challenges facing us in delivering our much loved program of heritage 

activities. Despite the obstacles presented by COVID-19 and rainy weather, we were 

able to present a comprehensive program throughout much of the year, including the 

Heritage Festival.  

During the year, the Trust made many submissions on a number of heritage matters. 

These include the draft ACT Planning Bill, the Raising of London Circuit (for light rail 

stage 2A), Griffith Flats nomination, York Park and the Australian-American 

Memorial.  

The Trust is concerned that the current guidelines for the Blanfordia 5 Heritage area 

in Griffith and Forrest are not achieving their goals, and demonstrated our concerns 

to the Heritage Minister, Rebecca Vassarotti MLA, who visited the precinct at our 

invitation.  

We continued to participate in local heritage precinct consultations. During the year 

these included the Canberra Brickworks development, Kingston Arts Precinct, the 

Forestry Place project in Yarralumla, and Anzac Park East in Campbell. We also 

participated in consultation on future strategies for the ACT Libraries network. 

The Trust continues to appreciate the genuine and proactive interest in our work of 

the Heritage Minister, Rebecca Vassarotti MLA.  



During the year our long-serving and indispensable Office Manager Liz McMillan 

took a well-deserved retirement. She was the back-bone of the Trust for many years 

and I am delighted that she continues to assist us in a voluntary capacity.  

Sincere thanks to the members of Council for their hard work and dedication 

throughout the year.  On behalf of us all, I express my thanks to Marianne Albury-

Colless, who will not be seeking re-election to Council, for her three years of hard 

work on Council and two of its Committees. 

Our new Committee structure is working exceptionally well and this well-positions us 

to meet the challenges ahead. Thanks to our Committee chairs for their exceptional 

efforts: Mary Johnston (Tours and Events), Kerry Blackburn (Corporate Affairs) and 

Pam Saunders and Rebecca Scouller (Communications). Scott McAlister, as our 

Treasurer, continues be a very safe pair of hands. 

As part of our continuing efforts to enhance our operations, we are delighted to have 

appointed Gary Watkins as the Trust’s Manager. Gary’s work on behalf of the Trust, 

which began with his three years as our Secretary, has been invaluable, and I know 

the high regard in which he is held for his contribution by the Trust’s Council, 

committees and members. 

The Trust continues to work constructively as a member of the Australian Council of 

National Trusts, and we welcome the recent election of Lachlan Molesworth from 

Victoria as our new National Chair, replacing Graham Goerke from Western 

Australia.  

Hopefully with the worst of the pandemic behind us we will be able to continue to 

grow the Trust and deliver on the very important objectives we have set for 

ourselves. 

2023 will bring many challenges, not the least of which will be engaging with the 

issues presented by Stages 2A and 2B of the Light Rail and the need to reactivate 

the proposal for Heritage listing of Canberra.  

We will also be engaging with the Federal Government and Parliament in relation to 

the need to incorporate better heritage protections in the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act. 

Finally, I wish to place on the record our appreciation for the continued support for 

the Trust provided by our Patron, the Hon Margaret Reid AO. Margaret remains a 

value advocate for our work and is a regular attendee at Trust activities. 

On behalf of Council I wish you a happy and prosperous 2023.  

Gary Kent 

President 

 

 

 



Tours and Events Report 

The year looked good to start with, but as you all know, COVID didn’t go away! 

Between July and December 2021, we only managed to run one tour (Rusten 

House), two Heritage Walks (RAAF Fairbairn and London Bridge) and the Christmas 

Party at Tuggeranong Homestead. Cancellations and postponements included two 

tours of King Island and the Yarra Valley and at least seven other events. 

The new year looked a lot better although there continued to be some reluctance 

from people to participate in group events. We focused on outdoor events such as 

the Heritage Walks as they continued to be popular.  The first of the postponed tours 

to King Island did go ahead in early February with 20 very satisfied participants. 

However, for other tours, the weather was not helpful – two of our main Heritage 

Festival events had to be cancelled – the Open Day at Duntroon Dairy because 

vehicle access to the site was not possible. The joint event with the Australian 

Garden History Society at Lambrigg was also cancelled because of bad weather but 

is being held in October. We still managed six other Heritage Festival events with 

several well-attended walks, an entertaining performance by Elizabeth Burness, a 

very popular Easter Egg Hunt (which featured on the ABC News that night) and the 

Heritage Polaris.  

We were lucky to have a glorious day for the Heritage Polaris, during which riders 

navigated their way around Canberra to locations ranging from Shepherds Lookout 

near Ginninderry to Oaks Estate. As in the past, feedback on the event was 

overwhelmingly positive with riders discovering places such as these that they were 

not aware of. The event was again supported with a generous grant from the ACT 

Government’s Heritage Grants program and Heritage Minister Rebecca Vassarotti 

was on hand to announce the winning teams. Next year’s event will be held a little 

earlier to avoid clashes with other cycling events held in April.  

We finished the year with a tour of the Marion Mahony Griffin exhibition at the 

National Archives of Australia, visits to Callum Brae and Endangered Heritage and a 

repeat of the very successful ‘Mysterious Air Crash on 1927’ Heritage Walk. 

We continued to benefit from the tour guide audio system purchased in 2020 with the 

aid of an ACT Heritage Grant and, as always, we appreciate the time and effort put 

in by organisers, hosts, guides, helpers and, of course, participants.   

If you would like input into the program, please contact the Office and let us know of 

your interest. 

Mary Johnston 

Chair, Tours and Events Committee 

 

Heritage Report 

As always, it has been a busy time for the Trust’s Heritage Committee, and 

highlights of the Trust’s heritage activities are reported below. Due to an oversight, 



last year’s Annual Report did not include a Heritage Report, so this year’s report 

contains information for the last two years. 

2020-21 

As members will know, the Trust was pleased to be awarded a substantial Special 

Heritage Grant by the ACT Government in the 2021 Budget. Ongoing funding for the 

Trust was one of the initiatives included in our 2020 Election Policy Statement. As 

has been stated elsewhere, the Special Grant Deed was signed in June 2021 and 

the initial tranche of funding provided shortly after. 

The Trust made representations through 2020-21 on many matters including the 

draft Urban Forestry Strategy; the (then) proposal for Commonwealth Heritage 

Listing of Lake Burley Griffin; the Australian War Memorial redevelopment; 

supporting a heritage nomination for a heritage house in Narrabundah; and matters 

associated with Light Rail Stage 2A.  

Committee members also participated in consultations relating to Forestry Place, 

Yarralumla, the development of the Kingston Arts Precinct, and completed a project 

to digitise a number of Oral Histories which had been funded under a separate ACT 

Heritage Grant. 

The Trust’s nomination of the Original Canberra Aerodrome in Dickson was 

accepted for consideration but unfortunately was ultimately rejected. Tests on the 

site showed few physical remnants which is believed to have ultimately driven the 

decision. Of concern to the Trust is the limited appeal mechanisms for decisions of 

this nature. 

The Trust responded to requests for comments on updated Heritage Management 

Plans for Anzac Parade and the Carillon. The Trust continued its media presence on 

a range of issues including the proposed demolition of the former ASIO 

headquarters, National Heritage listing of Canberra and the Original Canberra 

Aerodrome. 

An annual highlight for the Trust during the year was the 2020 National Trust (ACT) 

Heritage Awards. Four plaques for outstanding projects were awarded to:  

• Reroofing St John’s Anglican Church: by the St John's Anglican community, 

with special thanks to Rob Brooks and Steve Moseley          

• Refurbishment of hydronic heating at Old Parliament House: by the OPH 

Facilities & Heritage team with Nuflow Technologies    

• PROMISED THE MOON Celebrating the Canberra region's role in the first 

moon landing: by Dr Ursula Frederick  

• Manuka Pool Upgrades: by ACT Property Group, CMTEDD, ACT 

Government and ABA Construction Managers    

Two certificates for significant contributions to heritage conservation were awarded 

to:  

• Ginninderry Local History Study: by David Maxwell, Tony Adams, Mary 

Hutchison and Susan Davis   



• Interpretation at RMC Duntroon: by the Department of Defence, GML 

Heritage and Spotless  

 

2021-22 

The first deliverable under the Special Grant Deed for 2021-22 was the Annual Work 

Plan. This document, agreed with the ACT Government, presents the approved 

projects under which the Special Grant funds may be spent, linked to the Objectives 

in the Special Grant Deed. The 2021-22 Work Plan was agreed with ACT Heritage 

on 6 October 2021.  

One of the major parts of the Work Plan was the inclusion of additional staffing. The 

Trust commenced a recruitment process for this position and a Heritage Officer was 

hired in January 2022. The 2021-22 Work Plan also contained projects to revamp 

the Heritage Awards, and conduct a study into Mid-Century Modernist Housing in the 

ACT. The revamped Heritage Awards will be reported on in 2023, as well as the 

initial deliverables for the Mid-Century Modernist Housing Project. 

While the Trust was pleased that Lake Burley Griffin and Adjacent Lands received 

Commonwealth Heritage Listing, it was deeply disappointed that the addition of 

Canberra to the National Heritage List was unsuccessful. 

Consultations for the year included responding to the new ACT Planning Bill, the 

Raising of London Circuit (for Light Rail stage 2A), Griffith Flats nomination, and the 

Griffith substation. The Trust is concerned that the current guidelines for the 

Blanfordia 5 Heritage area in Griffith and Forrest are not achieving their goals, and 

demonstrated our concerns to the Heritage Minister, Rebecca Vassarotti MLA, who 

visited the precinct at our invitation.  

The 2021 Heritage Awards were another highlight for the year. As the 2021 Heritage 

Awards were already underway at the time the 2021-22 Work Plan was agreed, the 

2021 Heritage Awards used a similar approach for nominations as previous years. 

Three plaques were awarded for outstanding projects:   

• Thoroughly Modern: by Peter Freeman OAM author designer and researcher, 

Matt Ward URO Publications, Hannah Gamble book designer, Nikki Davis 

book indexer, Kenneth Charlton + Bernie O’Neill copy editors   

• Owen Flats: by Philip Leeson & JWLand   

• The Senate Chamber Conservation Project: by Heritage & Collections Team 

and Facilities, Capital Projects & Security Team   

Four certificates were awarded for significant contributions to heritage conservation:   

• Blundells Cottage Interpretation Strategy and Responsive Web App and 

Mobile Tour: by National Capital Authority, GML Heritage & Lightwell Studio   

• Burley and Brave: by Marisa Martin & David Tynan   

• Wings of Dickson 2021 – Pioneers Pilots and the Ploughman: by Dickson 

Residents Group   



• ACT and Region Heritage Festival: by ACT Heritage Unit – Linda Roberts and 

Jennifer O’Connell. 

Gary Kent 

Chair, Heritage Committee 

 

Corporate Affairs Report 

The primary focus of the Corporate Affairs Committee, reinstituted after the 2021 

AGM, was on the Trust’s responsibilities in relation to the ACT Heritage Special 

Grant Recurrent Funding 2021-24. The committee guidelines were updated to reflect 

this priority in addition to broader responsibilities for strategic and business plans, 

membership issues and other corporate matters. 

Funding under the Deed of Grant, signed in June 2021, is dependent on deliverables 

specified in Annual Work Plans being realised and required documentation approved 

by the ACT Government.  

During the year, drafts of the Annual Work Plan and Budget 2022-23 were prepared 

together with Annual Reports for 2020-21 and 2021-22 for consideration by Council. 

The Corporate Affairs Committee worked in cooperation with other committees, the 

Treasurer and Manager, Trust office to define activities and develop quantifiable 

measures for each Initiative under the plan and to monitor progress. An important 

element of the plan was capturing and costing verifiable volunteer hours. Guidelines 

and templates were developed by the committee and approved by Council. 

The Trust communicated with ACT Heritage online and personally to ensure that the 

Deed of Grant requirements were being addressed. Approval of the 2021-22 

documents will occur in the 2022-23 financial year and invoices raised for payment 

of the next tranches of funding.  

Detailed work on the out-year Work Plans and a review of the Trust Strategic Plan 

2019-24 will then be undertaken. 

A review of membership renewal letters generated by the NSW Office commenced 

following member-raised concerns. This is looking at clarity and user-friendliness 

and will be finalised next financial year.  

Thank you to all involved in the committee for their contributions and support — to 

Brad Fraser, Gary Kent, Scott McAlister, Linda Roberts and Gary Watkins. 

Kerry Blackburn 

Chair, Corporate Affairs Committee 

 

Communications Report 

After last year’s Annual General Meeting, the new Council held a planning meeting 

to discuss plans for the forthcoming year. At that planning meeting, Council 



determined that it should create a new Communications Committee to manage some 

of the Trust’s deliverables, both to members and those committed to the ACT 

Government under the Special Grant Work Plan. 

The Communications Committee’s deliverables under the Special Grant Work Plan 

include refreshed Trust heritage brochures, and a new Trust website. These will be 

delivered in the 2022-23 financial year. Other activities planned include determining 

new ways to engage with members and communicate the activities of the Trust to 

the community. 

The Communications Committee would welcome the assistance of anyone who 

would like to volunteer with us. If so, please contact us through the Trust Office. 

Pam Saunders and Rebecca Scouller 

Co-chairs, Communications Committee 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Trust recorded a breakeven result for 2021/22. Having said this it is important to 

note our accounting treatment with respect to the Special Grant. As members would 

be aware this grant is payable in tranches over a three-year period and our bank 

accounts reflect receipt of circa $225k to date. However, in the interests of 

conservatism we have elected to only recognise revenue for the portion of grant 

funds that have been expensed against the Work Plan (both actual outgoings and 

agreed volunteer hours) and acquitted with agreement of the ACT Heritage. As at 30 

June 2022 there is an amount of circa $137k that is yet to be acquitted, and while the 

Trust is confident that this will occur, this figure is being treated as ‘Income received 

in advance’ and appears as a liability on our balance sheet (refer Note 12). 

Our core operations continue to be stable as in past years with main areas of note 

being: 

• Membership income: $40K versus budget $30k. I again thank members for 

their continued financial support during these difficult times 

• Tours and events income: Net surplus $10k. Again, notwithstanding the 

lingering effects of COVID 19, the Trust was able to conduct a broad range of 

events which were willingly supported by members and non-members  

• Expenses: The Trust continues to tightly monitor office and administrative 

expenditure. 

Finally, and as always, I remind members that the Independent Auditors Report is a 

‘review’ rather than a full audit, the details of which are outlined on page 27 of the 

annual report.  
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