
In our walk we will walk along Prout St. Probaly named after Thomas Prout 
 
Thomas Prout  
 
Died 2 November 1914 miner aged 72, Father Thomas (miner), Mother Jane Daddow 
 
Methodist 
 
Born St Agnes Cornwall and arrived in Victoria 1862 
 
Married Bendigo 1867 age 47 to Christina Jones 
 
Children Lilia 27 Ada 24 in 1914 
 
In 1891 he and Elizabeth lived in Quick St and was rated at Net Annual Value  £13 with 4 
residents  
 
A house valued at £13 was most probably a 4 room weatherboard house 
 
 
Isaac Payne  
 
The example of Isaac Payne and his wife, Elizabeth Bailey demonstrates the high fertility of 
the first generation of Ironbark families and high rates of infant and child mortality. 
 
They were married 12 April 1848 in Wiltshire aged 22 and 18. 
 
 
Australian Children and father’s Occupation 

Child Birth Year Place Father’s 
Occupation 

Father’s 
Age 

Mother’s 
Age 

Child’s 
Age 1874 

Emma 1849 UK  23 19 25 
William 1852 UK  26 22 22 
James ?? UK    Dead 
Charles 1856 California 

Gully 
goldminer 30 26 18 

Samuel 1858 California 
Gully 

Puddler 32 28 16 

Caroline 1860 Huntly Miner 34 30 14 
Alfred 1863 California 

Gully 
Miner 37 34 Dead 

Martha 
Anne 

1865 California 
Gully 

Miner 39 36 Dead 

Thomas 
Joseph 

1867 California 
Gully 

Labourer 41 38 7 

Isaac 
James 

1869 California 
Gully 

Goldminer 43 40 5 



Stephen 
Henry 

1872 Ironbark Miner 46 43 2 

Eliza Anne 1874 Ironbark Labourer 48 45 Infant 
Victorian Birth Returns  

 
In 1873 Isaac Payne was rated as a miner in Ironbark Gully on Crown Land (ie miner’s right) 
at a net annual vale of  £15 with 9 residents. 
 
 
In 1891 Isaac Payne was rated as a miner in a land house off Victoria St in a Miner’s 
Residence Area valued at NAV £14 with 6 residents.  
 
This was also most likely a four-roomed weather board house. 
 
Rate Assessment Books 
The following are extracts from the 1890-91 Bendigo Rate Assessment Books and the 1900-
01 Rate Assessment Books. The assessment books were the working document used to 
compile the rate books. A number survive from the nineteenth century. They are valuable as 
they list the number of residents in the house and if the house was on Crown land. 
 
For most of the nineteenth century streets are not named. See if you can find Hayes St on 
the 1891 assessment book. 
 
These records were found in the old Town Hall tower and are due to be lodged in the Public 
Record Office. The number of residents is missing in some of the 1891 entries as my 
photographic skills let me down photographing these records.  
 
The enclosed map demonstrates that area was an intensively worked industrial mining area. 
 








