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WARWICK MAYNE-WILSON M i & %

arden lovers in Mew South Wales, particularly those

whe wisit the many gardens under the Open Garden
Scherme, will be aware of the great numiber of fine historc
parks and gardens focated in this stare. Whar may
surprise, however, is that while the residences which those
gardens enhance may be listed on che Truses Hegister of
places of hertage significance, very tew of the gardens
themselves are.

Crwer the last decade it has become increasingly
recognised that mot only buildings have heritage value, bur
also their surrounds and landscape sering, particularly if
these have been well-designed and lovingly maintained.
There are also some parks and gardens which have historic,
aesthetic or social significance in their own right, irrespective
of any buildings which may or may mot be present.

Howeves, in contreast to buildings, parks and gardens are
dynamic — growing, maturing, decaying and {of permuatted)
reverting back o nature, This applies partcalady o the
great parks and gardens Laid out in the | %th century, whose
mature trees are searming oo die off, whose fabne s worn
s, and whaose design asstheric may have been lost.

The Mazional Teust is concerned that such parks and
gardens should be identified as part of the Stare’s henimage,
lest they disappear Accordingly, it has set up a commitiee
o undertake thar task as quickly as possible.

This booklet ocutlines the methods used in the
classification process. It shows representanve examples of
parks and pardens which have recently been Listed. In
addition, it contains articks on relared togacs such as the
kind of measures which are available vo protect such
places, the various rypes or classes of gardens that exist in
the state, and some mechods of researching, conserviig
and managing historic gardens,

The Mational Trises Parks and Gardens Conservation
Committes, ceeated in 1991, developed out of the Urban
Parks Commirtee |established in 1986). It comprises
Landscape architecrs, horticulturatists, planners, historans
and architecis,

The main work of the Commicces 15 to wdennfy parks
and gardens in the Stare which may have heriage
significance, to research their hissory and record dheir
present siare, and o consider whether they should be
listed o the Trusts Register, The Commimes may also
make recommendations o their owners or managers on
the furuee, conservation and management of these parcks
amd gardens,

As rhere are many such places, the Commirtes s giving
priority to those parks and gardens which are under
threar, in danger of disappearing through neglect, or
widely recognised as having considerable hereage value, It
is also recording those places where access 14 available ar
anly very limited times, such as during the Open Garden

days. The Committes s also recording the work of highly
regarded Australian garden designers such as Paul
Sorensen, Edna Walling and Jocelyn Brown,

Ancther part of the Committee’s work is to inform and
educare the public abont the imporance of conserving
parks amnd gardens that are pare of our heritage, and m
encourage individuals to come forward with their own
nominarions, [t also hopes o encourage owners of
historic parks and gardens to contace the Commiree and
scek advice whenever difficdlr conservation problems
arise. Ar the same time, it & hoped owners will make those
propemes .w.:il:hlefur:inipﬁ:ﬂmu and inin in the waork of
assessment and classificanion.

The Commitiee laises wirth other bodies, such as the
Avsmralian Garden History Sociery, the Hisrone Houses
Trust, and the Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust, in
order o cooperate in the conservaion and management
of our parks and gardens heritage,



Methods used for identifying, recording and
classifying parks & gardens of heritage significance

WARWICK MAYNE-WILSON M # %

he guestion is often asked: How do we koow
whether a park or parden has heritage values worthy
of listing on the Mational Trusts Regisrer?

In mud 1993, the Parks and Gardens Conservation
Commites of the Trust held a workshop o discuss and
refine the methods it should vse o idennfy, recond and
evaluate parks and pardens which may have heneage
significance. Participants in the workshop came from a
wide range of backgrounds, including persons well versed
in heritage conservation principles and methods of
interpretation, especially those ourlined in the Avstralian
Hericage Commssion (AHC) Acr, rhe MW St Heritage
[nventory Program (SHIF), and the Burra Charter.

As a result of the workshop, the Committes drew up
guidelines for this work, and these are summansed befow.
There are broadly three stages in the processes of
classifving a place - identifying 1, researching and
recondimng it, and evaluating it.

i'chthI_f'ir.':ii[[?rl

hee first ssep is to identify which parks and gardens may

be worth recording and evaluarng, The Commiree
draws em a wade variery of sources for this: suggestions from
Comemttes and regional Trast members, nomiations from
the public, mentions in published surveys, AHC and SHIP
lists, Australian Garden History Sociery sources, Council
heritage studies, and cven firerary works. It also oo
information aa places recently wiimten abour, o lsted in the
Open Garden Scheme. Generally, the place should have
some historic, social or aesthetse value shat would jusnify the
effort of researching and recording them. Thoswe faciag an
imminent threar of redevelopment, destracteen, or demise
through neglect should clearty be gaven pronty.

Hr:fr}reh'.lt_i.l

his consists of two interrelared steps: that of
resgarching any documenes avatlahle about the pla-::s-.
and of making a detailed field study of their existing
physscal fabric. Impertant materials may be located in
state and municipal offices and libraries, in bocal historical
museums, family collections, or persanal reminiscences,
The resultane information is arganised and cocordad in
sach a4 wav that it is easy 1o use later n the processes of
assessmg significance, It gives an eardy mdication of what
contributes o the value of the place, and helps 1o guide
further investigations in the beld.
For the field investigation, Commimes members take
maps, aerial phoregraphs, sketch pads. markers, none
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pads, tape measires, cameras, and so on. They s o
the owners, and tev oo understansd the hassory of the place,
and the place irself. Orral histories may be the promary way
of descovering the details and intricacies of a place, as well
as the ways 1 which it has changed over the vears, Bur it
is necessary o check and countercheck any informarion,
What you see on 2 fifty year-old photograph or drawing is
neg what vou will see today, Trees will be larger, or may
have died, others may have been added; groundcovers
may be different, buildings may be moved, fences may be
Imst or i relic condition. Owners, vses and functions
change too. Warural evenes and Forces also cruse change,

All this ntlomason is recorded on g neee-friendly form
5o that, with the belp of explanatory notes, any interested
persan can fill in many of the details, However, there are
pwi somewhat more ditficulr paress how to asssss a place’s
hertage sgnificance, and what kind of recemmendarions
shoald e iade for its furire progecmon and conservation,
[ The nexe article explains bow this is done.)

Once complered, the nomination forms are then
forwarded o the Committee for evaluanon. The
Commitees, which consists of well qualified experts,
examines all the data on the form, and i secessary will
ask For further informarion, The Commttes then tests the
nentirnation against the Burra Charter criteria of historic,
social, aestheric, and scientific/techmical salue, and if the
committes i satsfed, it is then referred o the Trusss
Conservarion Commirtee and then o the Board of the
Mational Trust of Aosrralia (NSW for  formal
Classification and inclasion on che Trusts Regiscer,

Sty ¥




Assessing the heritage
value of apark or
garden?

WARWICK MAYNE-WILSON a6 i 8

H:huugh there has been a good deal of debage and even
heated argument about how one determines the

heritage value of a place, there has been a Erowing
- ACCEPLATICE N the lastfew vears of the criteria used in the

“Aisrealian Heritage Commission [AHC) Act, which in-
turn were refleered m the Burra Charten, This Charrer was

drawni up in 19789 at the instigarion of the AHC, in order
to devebop a method for determining the significance of
heritage places, and o provide a basis for developing
policies to conserve them.

Although various heritage bosdics have ‘:'ml.l[l;hr i
devielop their own critera saince then, rigorous academic
andlysis and resting of these m practical situations has led
o the conclusion thae those spelr out in the Burra Chartes
are, in fact, the mose weefully generic ‘and  broadly
mm[ﬂﬁlmﬂ'll’ﬂﬂﬂ_

Culrural, or-hentage. slgnlﬁuﬂfu is simply defined 4
that Charter as meaning places that have hastere,
aesthitic, social, or scentific value for pas, present and
future geperasions. Significance is tied fnexerieably o the
concept of a “place’, particularly . irs fabre, bur also
encompasses s setting and its contents, irs use, the
pssociared  docoments, and  people’s memory  or
pssocintion with a place.

The four criteria listed above are now the most
commonly wsed. There 15 a hith caregory, "other’, which
was added in case the previous four did nos adequarely
provide for a place’s particular signiticanee,

A place may have bistoeic value becawse it has been
influenced by an histonc figuse, event, phase or activity.
Historic valses do not always reside in material abjecs
themsedves, bue in other evidence such as development
parterns, hooks, dianes and painings,

Nowckerd or caeltnral vale sncludes the qualities for which
a place has become a focus of spiriteal, politcal, narional
or other culrural sentiment o & majority or minority
groap. It includes community feelings and artachments e
particular places over time. Cerrain landscaped sertings
may conrribute to a special sense of place, while
recreational sersngs mmay be the focus of special, long-held
arrachments.

Apsthetic vale has been moch debated, Acoordmg to
the Burra Charter it inclsdes aspects of sensory percepeion
for which criveria can and shoald be stared. [t must be
based an existing physical fabric, nor simply om 2 persca’s
perceptions or emsotional reactions. I is not confined o
places that mught be picturesque, or comstitute “heautiful
scenery’, or fit the preceprs of some school of landscape

painting. Generally, acsthent vahae alone is nog considered
a strong enough reason for dassification: some ocher value
sheneld alsa be present.

Sctentific value s usually equated with rescarch and
educational value, and depends on the importance of the
data tnvelved, and on the degree to which a place may
contribute further informarion,

All these valees are considersd when drakting the
seatement of significance of a park or garden, This
statement is not simply a recapitolation of its physical
description or history, but clearly states the principal
bases for its classification. The statement can also
indicare the bevel of the place’s significance (i, local,
state of narional), and the degree of thar significance
i, whethee it is vare, or refresantadne of i1s class or
type of plicet,

The statement must also be subficient to sugpest broadly
the appropriace thruse of Mational Trust policy wwards the
comservanon of the p;u'k nr Enr&e:n_ This can e Jlﬂpliﬁtd i
recommendations following the statement of signiticance,
which can be passed on to the body responsible for
PrOTECTing. conserving, of managing the place.

Classificarion gives recogmition to the heritage value of
parks or gardens, helps to poblicise their value, and
ciwcourages conservation. Althoush classification does not
olfer any legal protection, it does alert goveenment bodies,
developers, property owners and planners o the nature
and degree of hertage significance, and may lead o
SEATILOY PrsecTion.
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Di.-.u.-usm'ng garden typologies can send many of us
it 4 spin of confusion. For a star, the mere words
sound complicated, very academic and designed to be
uncerstod by only the cognoscenti.

Garden typology is a sophisticated way of refermng o
garden fype. Gardens are classified into different types by
thetr function and size, For present day purposes the
precedent for this was set carly in the 19th century, In
181% a parden designer called Gabrel Thoum o France
published a book called Maws Raisornes de Towres les
Especes de farding which presented plans for different
types of gardens according o their functson, This notion
captored the arention of the British garden wrter John
Claudius Loudon who even went o the extent of
classafying suburban pardens according to thewr size as
being first, second, third and fourth rate m his 1838
publication The Swburban  Gardener  and Vil
Casnfrantica,

Garden vpe is often confused with styfe. The style of
the garden provides a further description of . For
imstance, a homestead garden {which s the type
classificarion] may be designed For example, in a
peoimerric, 1 gardenesque or peraresgue style; or as is
often the case, especially as a garden develops over time, a
combination of several scyles,

Even further descripoion can be made in classibcarion
if a garden has been designed by one of our betrer known
designers such as Paul Sorensen, Edma Walling or Ellis
Srones who had their vam dessinetive syle, However, this
is nar the type classification, as designers may have
wastked on different tvpes of gardens durmng, their careers,

An excellent handbook when teving ro unravel che
intricacies of garden classification is the Australian
Heritape Commission’s publication Parks, Guardess and
Special Trees — A Clagsification and Assedsment Method
for the Register of Hre MNational Estate, The Auvstralian
Heritage Commission’s crifena and the wayv the Naoonal
Teust of Australia (Vicl classify garden tvpes have formed
the brasis of classificanon,

Whuy type classificalion?

he mein reason o make bsts of different garden oypes

oF typobgies 15 o faalitate comparison, I s easer m
compare one institutional garden o another if there is a
list oof thiose that have been elassified. The other reason m
make lists s 0 farger arvas where gasdens have nor been
identificd. It has recently been nowed thar there are very
few historic cottage gardens which are listed in New
South Wales, In addinon, as a result of the Mational Tros

garden typologics it has been established that there are
Few industrial gardens listed in chis State. This makes the
task of presenming an argument for the conservation of
this rype of garden easier and more importantdy,
Imperanve.

There are “problem’ gardens, of course, provocatvely
defving caregosisarion, Decasionally there s a parden
whichk has been asseciared with a large wrhan-residence
iwhich 15 a tvpe] becoming an institntionsl garden
fanother tvpe), The garden often reflects both wses of
funceions, making it difficult o clasafy.

There is a process of review as gacden elassificanon s a
relatively recent innovation. In 1993 The Parks and
Gardens Conservation Committes visited some gardens
which were found different from other types. These were
gardens amached o executive howsing buile for the
employees of a large company. They weren't strictly
suburban gardens, they were almost too small o be
termed ‘landscape estares” and they had a sense of
enclosure, of being cut off from the rest of the woeld. This
led o discussion as whether 1o identify a new rype which
Tas Been rermed “corporate compound’, It was evenmually
decided, hewever, that o forther complicare the
classification svstem would be undesizable and these
gardens are included m the categoey of "landscape estane’,

Generally garden type is casier to idengify than stvle, Tt
is ot hard o pick a suburban garden from a homestead,
a public garden or an insttwtonal garden.
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parralia’s majer mfluence v gardening styles was
detived from England where over the centuries the
pendulum of fashionable saste bad swung many rimes
between freedom and formality 0 garden desipn. Betore
the great waves of boranic eollecting in the 18th and 1%th
centurics, a limited range of plants were available o
English gardeners, so omament, in the form of man-made
abjects, provided the main focal points of interest in
grand gardens, This focus upon exotic or unusual plant
forms became a characteristic of Victonan gardens.

The fellewing outline of landscape stvles in Ausralia s
intended as a peneral guide to assist in the identificanon of
historic gardens, but caution should be exercised when
using these classifications as many gardens have been
pveelaid in time with accomulated stylistie trends from
several enas,

Early colonial gardens 1788 -c1810

F:,'n:ld production was critical o the survival of the first
sertlement established at Sydney Cove in | 788 but
only the hardiest of English plants flourished
Australias arid and hassh conditiens. There were many
crop failures but melons, cocumbers and pumpkins were
especially prolific, and vines, crus-and fruir tees were
successfully established, However, all reguired the
backbreaking work of hand-waterimg,

Horricultural experience was limited in the new
colony, but some plant hunters found Auvstralia very
interesting due to its wmgue flora. Boranists such as
[ravid Burron (17915, George Caley (18001, Robert
Beown ¢ 18017 and George Sutor (18010 collected and
propagated plant matertal and set-up acclimarisanon
gandens,

For practical reasons, the first gardens were based on
simple geometry, usually straight walks with squared
planrings of fruit and vegetables, William Bradleys 17491
watercolour illustrated above shows o large vegetable
parden surrnunded by a picker fence with senrres to
guard agzinst chefi.

Tiy March 1792, a watercolour by Thomas Watling of
Governor Phillip's house shows two small cireular beds
containing a pair of valued exotic rees, This is possibly
the first conscinus amtemps at a decorative garden layout
in Australis. Another watercelour by GOW, Evans
[208 shows the beds sown in rows sugpgesting @
continuing whlitarian purpese, bur as leisure fme
increased, Aowers such as poses, kavender, lupins, pinks

17591 = Artliu
Philligs argalial
hruse s William
Bl ley. coanmesy

and stocks took pride of place in the
simple squared garden beds and
roses and  creepers wire tramed

abort the werandah. Favourite trees | Mecdel Libiag
at this time included Norfolk Tsland | Ao o

Pines and Seone Puses,

The LHHEI:iL'EJJ:]E' Slyff cl810-c1860

Bg.- the mid 18ch cenmury in England, a new form
of gardening called the Landscape Savle had become
widely acvepted and began wo replace the formal avenues,
terraces and parterres common o the grand garderns of
17th century England. Lancelor "Capabilicy” Brown
{17405-1783) became the leading exponent of the
Landscape Style, shunning all forms of garden ornament.
He created ‘“the landscaped park’ with grass sweeping
richt up e the house with gentdy rounded slopes, clumps
of trees and plimpses of water features created by
damming streams. Brown would often move vast
quaneties of earth 1o create the desired topography of
gently undulating and reunded slopes.,

Crvernor William Bligh may have acted wnder a
Brownian influence in 1807 when he ‘improved” the
Er\nund.l. around Old Government House by semoving
natural rock outcrops and laying the garden ot in walks
with lawns and clumgs of trees, the result of which can be
seen in Angustus Earle’s 1830 lithograph. Meanwhile in
England, Humphrey Repron became a sucsessor of
Capahilsty Beown and introduced devices to lessen the
austerity of the Brownian landscape, advocating the
connection of the house o the garden by means of a
terrace and admiring the picouresque oatsral lindscape
pffects of rocky formations and foresss. Carnageways,
paths and lakes were curved inro the contours of the Tand,

There were two enthisiastic advocates of the Repoon
style mthe Colony in the 1820s, the bt beang Thomas
Shepherd, a nurseryman who had aerved in Svdney in
1824 and later gave lectures and wrote of the suitability of
the Repeon Landscape Stvle to che Anstralan situation.
The second majoe advocare of this style was Alexander
Macleay who received his land grane ar Elizabeth Bay in
1826 where he precesded o estahlsh his Bamous garden,
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An early recorded example of the
Repton Style in 1825 was thar of
“Caprain Piper's Naval Yilla® ar Elza
Point near Sydney, Joseph Lycett's
watercolour reveals a classlc villa
opening onto a lawn interspersed
with sccasional trees and a serpentineg
path winding down 1o the rocky
foseshore. MNarive trees were retnined as o backdrop.

Generally, gardens of this time retained o smple form
and many weee arranged so thar the main house elevation
opened onto & framed axial vissa of a landscape or
harbour view, Gravelled and brck-edged drveways and
parhs led up o the house, Morfolk Island Pmes were
commonly planted as landmark tress.

The 1830k have been described as the “Golden Decade”
of wealth and prosperity and many magnificent propecties
were constriscred during this decade,

The Colonial Greek Revival style of archirecture
[1810-1850) and the Repron Landscape Style are
displayed ro an extent ar Camden Parck, built For the
Macarthurs berween 1H3Z and 1835, with i long

calonnaded verandah enclnsed by @ hesdged border with a
backdrop of Pines. H_:‘-

Fl-mwn]n'.'. Hill, built in 1824 by tl'n: "-hn:ir:n-:-h

The Picturesque Style 182

i England, the Repron Stvle was mostly
fashion for rustic omamentation known as the
Picruresque Sryle which promored picruresque effeces
contrasting  narire’s  wildness  with  man-made
contrvances such as rustic bridges, summer howses and
halt-timbered comages
The Picturesque Stvle lene imself o Sydney Harbour's
mamiral scenery, and o number of gothic stvle howies in
pictiuresgue surrounds, such as Vaocluse Houose and
Carthona, were constructed wsing srellis work, comer
pavilions, pointed ronfs or casrellated forms, clombing

Waw od Caprain
Prper's Maval Villa
ar Eliza P'oinr nazar
Syuney, Now South
Walrs. by [narph

planes, creepers and shrubberies.
Gothic lodges often marked entrances
and oceagonal summer howses were
focal points in gardens while paths
lisied with plazed vervacoma riles or
dished brickwork led through wild
and romantic gardens ro ponds or
s laind {bushi clearings.

The Picturesgue Stvle was o significant swing away
feoin the simplicity of the former Landscape Seyle and
influenced the Victorisn Gardenesque Seyle.

Lt — prsbiishind
| BES, Cimrresy
Erichell Lifrars

Ausralizn Hasearch

The Gardenesque Style c1835-¢1890

B}' the 18205, formaline was again returnimg o English

gardens, Mewly-discovered exotic plants became the

focus pf interest in fashionable gardens mstead of

archifecrural conmivances. John Claudios Loudon,

:n.‘hTm__;l.l:r*lI and horticulmural wrirer, whose books were
AT L h&qtﬂuﬁk in Auscratia in 1837,
dq.m.a-.,ur T

wrowte thar the

i rodietion of the kind of scemery ackict 1 best
'{. “Lrlen .H,m' (i} Lfrspﬁn' r.l'u' ferctreadrl |'.u'.'m|"| ||.I s,
,5.|'_:-rjr||:|_|‘| and plants in @ state of culture; e
_Ii-mm..lﬂ.lnm and grevemess of lawss ele., m fact a
o display the arr of the gardener,

sen planting” is one of the main denofying
af the Victorian Gardenesgque Style and was
roduced o many arlier gardens of previous stvles.
Buring the carly par of the Victorian era in Australa,
iardening styles were influenced by the archirectural
styles of Victorian, Georgian, Begency, Classical and
[talianate, Fach of these classical stvles lent themselves to
a meaore formal landscape reatment with the consequent
parterrcs, Iralwan walks and fountaing mfuenced by the
famious gardens of Mre Lawrence in England.

Cardening styles during the lamer pars of the Victonan
era were influenced by The Grear Exhibepion held in Londom
in 1851 where Paxton’s famous Glasshouse promoted a
fashion for glasshouses, exonic plans, ferms, rockwoarks and
carpet bedding of flowers in often intmcete geomernie shapes.
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Victorian Wild Gardens ¢1870-c1915
reactiin ;|!_[_||:|'\-|E CNC =TT NS NCAT IR I'II.'|.'..III 115
Londun when William Kobinson r\-l!|1|:'.‘.'u o his bosok
T Wild Garden i 1870, where he despised the crude
coloars of crpet bedding, topiarics and resse pergofas
nd instead described Aower-draped hedges and meadows
of vinlets, crocus, tulips and narcissi
Elements af this stvle were adapred o the country
resrears favoured by the wealthy of Austrabio in the Blue
MSW ar Mr Macedop im Victori,
lToowosmba i Queensland, Ferntree in Tasmama, and
the Adelanie Hills,

MlcsEngaing  In

Suburban gardens from
I8 —¢19]14

n the 1890k Sic Beginald Bloomfield pubhshed his

hook, The Forseil Gardens of Englord where he
nostalgically describied Mediaeval English gardens with
their axial planning, staely terraces, herb-flled knots,
parterres of coloured gravels, rectangular ponds, arbours,
|'-_1!|~._1|_||_':-.~ |_|||'.~|_';,'||||_'=\._ -||_|||--J|;1|- IIl'd |:-||| r.l‘.|1!I|I'I|.'|J ”II'\". (=
Gertrude Jekvll, infllueaced by William Kobinson’s “wild
gardens’ and William Morris of the Arts and Crafes
mapvement, established ber famous garden, Munstead
Whond tn Surre v berween FE90 and 1914 and became
well-known for her "border |.'I|J.I'lri1lj!- in dntts of colour
aned “weostadland” gardening,

The develapinent ot a suburiran nerwork of ribways in
Auvstralia spurred the growth of many new suborbs of
midcle-class bowses and sardens with tree-lined streees and
elaborate fences, Bocause gardens were generally smaller,
shrubs such as hvdrangeas, poinsemias and frangpani
were popular, surrounding lawns dorred with tress such as

jacarandas ancd cypresses,

Haberfield was Sydneys first model | 0007 0
garden suburh developed by Richard i

Sranton trom 1902, Ik is charactesised by streer trees
planted in nature strips, detached houses and wide roads.
The Appian Way, m Burwood, & an exclusive preciner of
Federation-stvle houses developed by industrialist George
Hoskins trom 1905, It featores brushbox street irees, a
centeal commumal crogquet lawn, pecket fences and hedpes,

Garden styles in this period generally fell into two
vpes, The first was the Fosmal or Geometnic Seyle which
was advoeined by architec Wakter Richimond Butler wie
wrived in Victena in 18RY9. He ofen used geomerme
flovarer beds ser our in lawn or gravel with hedged
enclosures that were often divided inro “garden rooms”
using box edwng, mellises, walls or fences, |'ll.'l';.:ll|.'n anad
Iredges. Smeall trecs anad shrubs wiere established in lawns,
with Hower beds, topiaries and herbaceoas bosders,

The seoomd was the Infurmal or Matoeal Styvle svhich
wis wsed in Melbowme in the 12905 by William Guilfoyle
who developed the Roval Maelbourie Boranic Gardens,
Charles Bogee Leffman werote many artiches and enthused
abour “informal’ or “natral” garden design for smaller
suburban blocks, He wrote of ‘shade gardens’, a
“wilderness' garden, “pergola’d walks® and warer gardens,
Tree planting and shrubbery wese broughe up close o the
house in these gardens. Hedpges and topiaries were
avoided and there was less wse of flowers or roses as
SERLGRIE ITEMS,

Gardens of the Inter-War pertod
CIET S - I'r":'-l:l.1|

mitially in Erglangd during thes perusd, he Surrey Schood of
I{i.lrd:'u Design, a collaboranon berwesn Ceerrrides ||'L:.'|:
and Edwin Lusvens, was a major influence follosved briefly
the 193005 by the Intermasenal Modern Movemens. Blocks of
flars erccted in Lomelon at thas smse were often provicled wich
tennis and squash coeres, and swimming pools were inclisded
in the berter schemes. Rookop girdens were Fashionable as
advocaied by Frank Llosd Wisglitand Le Corbwsier,



nidfrms on a massive scale.

et the rapid praliferation of magazmes dunn
i .. soverseas influences helped create a pode ra
den stybes mo Awstralia, rEFIELtmg the diversicy of
ectural ovements. s
he parddis of California Bungalows, prevabentdn

curved garden paths and peo garden
gtk roses or shrihs surrounded W annuils.
= were also popular garden orodmigne
alten diubled as a pedestriing gn
peared at the reas, but BEEh
icle of place :nnheirm £ o

paths, he:us borders sweeping |m*W’ :
lawns, carefully placed trees amd 5hru‘tﬁ m:uuw:lﬁ.

by Fragerom, sunken poaks, hmm dn'.'w.r:‘_rs*m -

create d sense of seclusion and areas of woeodland.

Ar Bickleigh Vale, her own small residennal
development, she anempred to creare harmaony berwaoen
home and landscape in an English mannes. Formalicy
dominated her gardens anril the 19405 when she explored
the possibilicies of a ‘native gaeden' in one of hee
imagazine arricles.

Gardens of the Post-War period
19405 - 1960%

he typical Australian fronr garden of this period was

geneeally designed as the display paeden. and wsaally
consisted of a lawn with shrubs and mrees grouped in a
namaeal fashion, often with a front pach merging with a
conerere driveway, Swimming pools and barbecwes were
common in the back vard by the mid 1950s. Concrere
crazy paving was often uwsed o create ourdoor
ENTETTAinmenl areis,

In the 1%30s ‘mative gardens’ were enthusiastically
taken up by Edna Walling and culminaced in an all-nagive
garden ar the Freiberg residence in rhe cradinienal
Melbourne suburb of Kew providing & low-key, low-
maintenance bush garden.

Berry Malonev and Jean Walker of Sydney developed
their design philosaphy of a *bush garden’ during the 440s
and 30z, laying the foundartion for an original Australian
garden style which was prominent in the ads and 7is,
Their own bush gardens, which were occasionally opened
to the public, were unigue in that these were ne lawns
mow of use up valuable warer supplics. Boulders and
natural rock forms were exposed and emphasised with
native plancing. Lawns were replaced wirth narural ground
covers and bush tracks, constrected of stone, pebbles or
compacted earth, were instalbed,

als -.--m-.- yrs
- a

I o

v

; .-i ""-Hp

-I"

s

e A,

3 5 |

el o e Eiliie .wdﬂl'ﬂg Book of

e 02 7. f ot D, Aime O Donriin Pry Led 1980,

3 argaret tedo). A Gardesrers Log, Edma Willing.

u:uhrun Pry Ledl 5-!35

ice, Cherish Th [l rb;.mq.ﬁ.fnmﬁ-.*

o Tiavid BN Fress Pry Led. 1980, <t

BROWH Jare. Tiwe Eaglaale Sardes iw Qe Tine, The Antigue
Callecrars” Club, 1986,

BEOADBENT [ames, EVANS [an, LUCAS Clive, Mr Jobr
Vierpe. Historc Houses Trust.

CORBEY Allan, Plants én Colonnnd Fresbion 1788- [EF8 A,
Mechnd and Hismoncal Backgeawut, i paper for the Bavad
Brodrwic Garders Svdnes, May 1594,

CRITTENDES Yictor The Fromr Crarden. Canberra. Sulimi
I'ress. 1579,

CUFFLEY I'eter Cottage Gardens in Austrafia, The Five Mile
Press. 1583,

DINON Trisha, CHURCHILL Jennie. Gardews v Tore. Angus
& Robertson, 1954,

EWAMNS Susanna, Histarks Svduey ag seew iy s Early Artise,
Dovialsbeday Australin Pry Lemsted, 1984,

FLETCHER Banmter. 4 History of Architectere. The Athlooe
Press. 1361,

HUNT John Dixon, WILLIS Peter |edsi. Tie Genius of the
Phacie. WITT Press. 1985,

TLAURIE Michael. A Devoddection fo Landecahe Archilecture.
American Elssver 1975,

l.ll'lrrlr!-' Couatl of New Seiuth Wales, A Fime Figld far
Botamizing. An Extilfition. Augast 1981,

FESCOTT R.TAL, WA, Guilfople IT840-1922,
Universicy Presa. 1974,

PEVSMER 5ir Nikolans, The Pictwresgae Gerden aad it
TuafTeree Oliersiae vhe Brirtsh [elez, Dumdharren Caks. 1974,

PROUDFOOT Helen, Geerderes int Sdacen, kanparon Press P
Led, 1984,

ROSE Graham, Tie Tradiomn! Charder Book. Lomdon. Darding
Kinderskey. 1988,

STACKHOUSE Jenniter, M Macleay's Glarden. The Histonc
Huases Trust of Mew Sourh Walss. 1981,

TANSNER Howard, BEGG [ame, The Grear Gardews af
Awmstzilia, The Macmillan Company of Aunstralm, 1978,

TANKER Howard, Tie Art of Gandemmyg fr Colonnin Awsdrnla,
Yydney. Langrdge Press. 1979,

TAMMER Howard, COX Thillip, BRIDGES Perey
BROADRENT James, Restoeing O Aaseralion Howses and
Ruildimgsr An Archigectioral guide. The Macmilln Campans
of Ausrealia Prv, Led., 1974,

WATTS Peter. Hestome gardens of Viglomia, Chibord Uriversiey
Press. 1983,

Ohixfard



The conservation
and management
of historic gardens

BARBARA VAN DEN BROEK i 6 M

There are however o number of wavs in which the
consepvanon and management of historie gardens can be
assisted, Some of these are discueed below

Listing of historic gardens

:-.ri_-'|;;| A Proeess of recopnrboon Of mdwidual irems o
I_..- hermags significance, Existing Lists and Fegigers include
parks, gardens and cultural bandscapes, althougl in e case of
parcems, r|'u--.'||1rlh1'-|1 has cofiem been om buibilamgs sather than

=l

Introduction

“ardens present special challenges for conservarion,

] h:-mu na rr|¢.'u|.1.r|:| wvulneralle o I'|l:|.’.|l.‘|.'l' andd to
inappropriae management, Neglect can resule from finaneial
pressures on parden owners, who may be unabie m keep up
the levels of mamtenanes required, of it may rosalt frewm
lack of yndersanding of a garden’s paricular significance,
Cinrdens also face threats from increasing population growth
and subsequent development pressures, These include the
demanid for subdivsion of lamge estares, and mase recently,
the applicatsm of the wrhan consalidarion policees,

One of the mam characrenstics of g:\rd-:-lu is their
capacity for change — seasonal change, growth and decay.
While this 15 one of ther atractions, it can cause
significant prodlems for their cngoing conservarion and
management and for appropeiate proecrian,

Tlie graireii 4r Lkaime
Eadich ¥Walkes
Husapriral, M40 1he
propecty s prioiecios

the associalod garden, Most Registers o
Lists o vut confer stamarory profecnion,
bt do provicde secognition, and m some
cases mifopmatien on why a garden s
sigrificant. This can be wseful in
deternmining appropriate manigement
podicies and identifying the need for further rescarch for
proper decsion makmg.
Mapor Hugixburs e b

Craiserration Lvdi

= Pepmanent and Intenim Conservabon Orders under the
MEW Heritage Ay, 1978, Counal consent s required for
changes to any fem on the Regisae

® Heritage and Conservanon Remsters, under Section
170 of the Heritape Ace, identify heritage items
contradled by Srare Governmens Departrsents.

e Schedules of Heritape tems where these are included
within Local and '|'"-.1."|_i1l1l1-1| Enviromnmental Plans {LEPs.



BEPsh, Local Council consent s

required for changes o listed

heritpe iems.
Kegsster ot the Mational Esrate
o et {EE)

Commission hag an advisory ol

The Australian Heria

n relateon B LaOmimonwed th
developrent.
H.:;ul-:.'l' | |'||.'

Maronal Trust classifies items of

Maoonal  Truse

e Deparrment ol herage senlicinee. gIVing no
spatunory  proteciion  bur o can
influence authorrnies in o posioon

tn provvicde this protecrion,

i ] . I i - o] |
Jlllll.llll:llll-lllll L --CII.III:'.II\.II.. |-!||'- [y

remktiofn and techmical advice 15 available trom

ies such as the Manonal Trust, the Henrage Coancil,
thie Australian Heritage Commissaon, the Histone Hogses
Trust, the Australian Garden History Society, and the

NS Heritage Office, by way of publcations, occasional

sermitars and in some cases imadivadual advice, Garden

can undertake their own historical ressarch

libraries or locsl history sacieties, or can urilise The

services of specialised consultants swho <an prepare

EONSETYATION ATd MaGnEgemenl '.'I.'.II'\- g arrange ror

mestoraieai Wi k Lok b= carried

AppTiprErs MTILINIERMANCE O

out. In addieson the Boyval Avsmalian | The pleason: gande
Hixtoidcal Sociery has computerised | 2 M-

2 T e

its local hsstory collecnion o b s Wali
Triidib el [

N Austsaluin | o

[-'I' 5 19 I acetelma o 2|

PEd ROl ass1slainee L

1
Jardon oWl

nancial assistance to garden owners i very

lintdted, Baur some mav be avalable theoosgh the 5%
Heratage Assistance Program and the N5%W Small Grane
and Emergency Piogram, admemistered by the Departmens

of Dlrban Affairs and Planning, Some Local Councls have

set up thesr cwn heritage fumds and may make small grants

Fesr andlividual POOPETTIES OF Py ke limnired eare reliet, In
addetion the Land Tox Office may review valiarions on

properties lssred in LEP Srhedules.

A guistiron

K.;um:-m. is niot generally an optson For maose hisrorie
pardens. Borh the Mamonal Truse and the Historc
Haouises Trust have a limited number of properties with
smportant gardens, bur these are relatively few in number
and are restricted by available finance. They serve a
valaable educational purpose, |1='|'.|;.' open [o the public
anil, i mwany cases, have well documented gardens, The
Deparement of Urhan Affairs and Flanning has also
acquired @ pumber of propertes, mEany of which have
sigmificant gardens, for example Elizabeth Farm and
Hillwiew

In swiimary, the protection of gardens 15 not as

comprehensive or as well understood as the protecion o

historic buildings, This is partly doe o the ditterent nature
I

v bar alen due o some Lack of awarensss on the

buth Goyernments and the general pulblis

The widin hope for kistone gandens ses wich informed
and concerned pwners, and with supgortive public

the Beielits of an imlermeet

AN l\"'\-\..ll_ LAl I _'i.lu.
wwnir whio wishes o conserve & garden and & commmumits

which understands and sippors this aim.



Recording our
significant parks
and gardens

DAVID BEAVER

Th:_:'u is 1 grear wealth of parks and gardens in WSW
worthy of classafication by the NManonal Truss. The
Mational Trests Tarks and Gardens Conservation
Lammires I‘;II; -.n|r¢|_|. sLr pyvied .1I":|.| rl.'.-u.ll'l-;'d [iREANY
srpriaficant |_'_:-..._*;||'.|'|I|_-. of o _.:.1r|||".| |'.|'r|r.|;_:|' ower the fast
(P FCOrs and has |||"|.'|'||'||'||'|| |'{'|'I|-I1|":ﬂ and assedsrmerit
puidelines for significant packs and gardens m MW

The Commimees work, assisted by funds made
available under the Maoenal Estate Granes Program, has
;|:|l||_'|_| (K] ||_'|_|_|."-\,!- A CIMSs-SCTlaom o '|. |:,.'|I'\d|.:l I:'l'r\l\."\. .I:I|J ‘\-l!.ll..'\..
The parks and gardens surveyed by the Commuttes wclude
o wide variery of type and srvles. This article provides 3
||| ||'| CAONENENEArY i S0ImE |I'.r|1|' |:.'I|'-\.;J.'||'C |.'|_"-!||r.ll.'l.| KLk I\.I_'.li.'.

Feom the 15905 inio the 1920z the Federation Seyle
garden developed. This style s assooaced with the Garden
Subark Movement which transformed the way people
approached the planning of wrban areas. Technological
advances enabled new suburbs warh generous I sives
develog, serviced by reniculared warer supplies and linked
iy ;'||||"-i||:. MENT arcak by efficient r\l|I|'\l|Il\. |r_'|1-|]'h.'-rl. Ll
SITEINTION Was |'\I.I-.L‘| Lo [riy Illlﬂ;.': I'I'|III1I|.'.r|.1: rlulrkn- iI=Il\.| LT
tree plantngs to farther enhance the amenaty and By
of new parden suburhs, Excellent examples survive in
Sydney of garden suburbs developed in the Federirion
periosd such as Thceyville, Haberfield and Strathfedd,

Wistaria Gardens in the grownds of

the Cumberland Hospital, Ferranearna,
s o grand scale garden of the
Federation peciod. Wistaria Howse was
desigred m 1906 by the Goverment
Y rehisect, Walser |.||1|.'rl:.' Wermdiy, as
the residemce of De Willum Charles

SOOI, W !1|;_'|'| o P snphded the

Williamaon, the hospitals superintendent ar the ome. Dr
Willmrmon was interested in gardenming and was imspared by
A visik |_n.|,-.||_'|:-| i 1807 oo give Wisraria Gardens on oriental
flavesr by including elements such as omber achours m che
shape of fapancse Tori garss. The famed westena wines
whsch adoen many of the garden stracrures are sad to have
originated as cumings brought back from Japan ke Dr
Willlaimson. Wistara Gardens conmains a wide variety aof
palms amd native rainforest rees and previcasly had
extensive ose planmings, The annual Wistana Cardens fete,
which commenced in 1930}, enswres that laroe GUOLIbEs of
sprang flowers are snll planied o prowvide a stammng deplay.

Also of partcular interest are regionally dismnd gardens,
In Cormmonwealth Avempe, Lichgow, a groop of three
Federatiovn Stvle houses with pardens demansirate the
n_'l_l|||||'|;|| characrerssms ot onnl chimare I W il charee hindily
1 Fedler

vinrages amel gardoms,

& E kg, BN
Arms  Factory  from  the ome of | o

planmngs of the Rlue Mountains, This

oreiap was owmned by the Lichposar Small
I"-l o e
i clipped proeet
pifdens o retain o hph degree of hidge evsenids kg
> o R P e
inEacoss The gardens are unihied by a

SOTPTIO. TPt Pk e e [ I\:I.'I.I -a The Theaire Carchm
1t Everplacfes, [ rura
clipped WA, et
clemients such as chain wire gotes and | Bl Sar

priver hedie.  Federaniom

rimber  arbowrs  are 21 amongs 9 II This
gaTren r
wecimens af Camellia, Rhododendmon., iRt A

Frunies., Fhocinia and Lypeess pines. of Al (M5
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Pl Sorersen | TR0 198 3) mwade a
sijemi fican garden
design m MNSW and many ol Tis

pardens have recemaly been invesngared

CIMNT r:|1|.|l|c:-| 1 B

by the Commises, Among those
recorded mclude che former Sovenscin'’s

Mursery, Everglodes, Blue Mist and

Foa | Saskaroon which are all simaeed in the
historic garden teatshap of Leurs,

The former &orensens Mursery contains a large
arhorerum area with a substantial and well-docuwmenned
collection of mature conl climate ormamental eees. A
parnber of carefully crafted swalls and svver feanres buils
by Paul Sorensen also exist on the soe.

Sarensen’s mastery of stonework and mpartcular his
use of dry stone walls bnle in wronstone, & seen in the
imagnificent garden of Everglades, built in the 1930 for
Henr Van de Velde, a Sydney business osan. Muoch of the
garden of Everglades is arranged i a senes of foemal
rerraces, These link with a range of garden areas, each with
a different character, such as the Cherry Terrace, Alpine
Garden, Rhododendron Walk and the Grotio Pool,

Some of the later gardens of Paol Sorensen at Lewra are
more subtle in character. The gardens of Blue Mist and
Saskaroon do not contin extensive st errdcing as at
Everglades, however the garden spaces are structured
r||r|_||_|_uj1 L -"-I' ..:.ln-1'l.|||:| .irr.111;.:|.'|J rl|.1.|5.|ir||.'.-\. ub omineral
rrees and shrubs, A charactenistie of Sorenden’s design

wWas o [ETaEm

|l| |:II|'\. ll'\l|

mamaral site fearures such as trees and

CXISLING urperh cealisii

rock outcrops. This has been accom-

plished admirably at Blee Mist where
the main garden parh meanders over
and wder bold sandstone ontcrops. In places the path is
enclosed by the profusion of inteememgled fobage and
flovivers of Azakeas, Rhododendron and the wative Waratah

It is clear that the survvng gacdens of Paul Sorensen

arrest o his impressive capabalioes as a garden desipnes, [T
s hoped char th aiph recording and classificanon the
Tiuse will assist in their refention.

The environment movement of the 19605 and 1970
serongly influenced the way we viewed the natural
T hits

mowvement thar disnngueishes many gardens of this mime,

civiranment, g illostrated by the bush parden
particularly in arcas such as the Hawkesbury sandstone
plareau of Sydneys north that were rapidly wislergoing
the effecss of urhan expansson. Berry Maloneys garden at
Frenchs Forest was found o be an antact example of one
of the sarly bush gardens i Sycdnew.

Her interest in native Aora was developed inoche 19608
through involvement in the regeneration work carmed our
at the Stony Bange Flora Beserve ac Dee Why, After
designing and building a number of Bush gardens, Berry
Malonev and her sester Jean Walker, with scienrisz Don
Sands, published a book on the topic in 1966 and it
became an instant success. Betty Maloney advocaced the
use of purely manve planes arranpged o mannes that was
oot an imitation of natare but an abseracrion of e Berry
Malonev's garden displays the skillful combinarion of
narive plant rextures, forms and colours recognised in the
st examples of the bush garden seyle.

The activities of the Parks and Gardens Conservamon
Commirtee coincide with an inereased communicy
appreciation of our garden heritage. The Comminee will
COonTinue o |'||.1:.' an irn]'ﬂ1r|.1|1|: sole advising rthe
community of the besy ways bo conserve and manage our
skmificant parks and gardens to ensure thar they continue
to enrich the fabric of owre cities, owns and culoaral
landscapes,




Garden elements
—not only plants!

CHRISTOPHER BETTERIDGE @ i ¢

Introduction
Agnr\du:l i made g of many pams

architects refer to soft and hard landscape elements,

Landscape

the former bang the trees, shrubs and lawns, che Lacter
heing the walls, gaves, paving and sorscrures,

!'_q,||'_1'.|:|' :n|F\.c:.r|:.j_|||_ '|'\-||| ||.‘[|_'|'| 0% |_"|'II\.H'||{:'|‘| |.'||_'I1'-\.l:'r.r1 arge
the settimg of the garden and the vistas o and from the
sate, In many rural propecties the seming of the house and
its garden m the laindscape and the views o dissant hulls o
other promunent landmarks are among the most
significant elements,

These clements are all importane, and it & worthwhale
o discuss them in some detail oo see why they may be

t.l'r:nll'l;.'.ll:l.. and hosy 1|'|¢.':. may be comserved and ma "-'Hﬂ'l'd-

F- - ! ] i i
Vistas and views

vervone Likes a view, if they can afford one, and our

Forebears were no different, although they often had
mowe choices than we do oday. Properries were chosen
foor the gualiy of their soil, the availabiliny of pastare aisd
the extene and permanence of water supplies. Homesteads
were sited 1o take advantape of expansive views, to catch
.._'|||||||||;. bz i the hear of summer or o shelter From
the worst excesses of the Auseralian climare = hassh winds
anad disvastanng loods,

Many carly properties have impartant vistas to hills,
rock outceops of the village church, These views may have
become obscured wich time by plane growth ar by
development. While it is difficult to control what happens
outsicde one's own boundaries, it is often possible to regin
-\..|_|_"_|'_||‘||:;||||: visras from within I'\l} |.I|j|..'|l'|l.I1 PrunLg.
Ty ||,||_'|,| free ]-\-||_'5q_'|'| AR ||r'|_‘|-q,'l"-| ATE THITL Y III|.1I:I.'|.|.

In the Mulgoa Valley south of Penmith, on the western
edge of the Cumberland Plain, the pioneering Cox family
first buile a cotrage by the creck, then a family church,
then, as therr formunes improved, they bualt a Regenes
villa, ‘Fernhill” atop a hill to rhe west, These three
buildings were hinked by road and by line of sight.

There 15 documentary evidence that the Cox fanuly
svstermatically semoved eucalypes bur retamned the local
_J|_'r.“|lpll_'|l|'._l froe= l\.1.|'|||_:"| I [l'll_'ll’ EYoa ||'||ILC|.'|J meiare :Il\.l.' ||II.'
English vaks with which they were famalaar. The orgmal
entrance drive wound up the hill, affordisg visitors
changing glimpses of the owse s they made their way from
the front gate. Small crecks were orossed bower than meght
have been necessary so that fine sione calverts could be

mtroduced into the laindscape. Sadly, this rare example of

an Arcadian landscape i the English
mradition  has
severely by

bt compromisad
recent  devielopmients
|r||.'||_u||n:.q the conmdtruction of an
extensive stome wall along the old
drive and by the mtroduction of coonic
onmamental mes species.

At Camden Park, the sear of the
Macarthurs at Menangle, there are
impartant views within the propeny,
from the main house fo the willage
church ar Camden and o acarchy
WAoamt Cilead,

A I,-rn'cr'Jr_r,l gn enfrance

Wiew frum Hillvmw,
Sunmom Fes
o Nan

PrOpITTEs Save

Tharriaegd

carpen onf By hells

ind Forget-me-ms

he entrance pabes amel bemce are im PENTLO glements in

amy propersy whether it s rural er urban, Impressive

froms gates create a sense of arrval in more ways than

e, Mot only do they indicate the entrance o a properry
bast they also indicate to passers-by that the owner has

truly "arrived”.

For many rural properties the frone gare is nothang

meore than a cattde grid Nanked by fimber posss, [t s often

the mailboxes o the sculpures of silver-pamted farm

pquipment that are the visual chses o visitors thae they
have reached thetr destination aber many dusty miles ona

pravel road!



The fine pimbar femer

Fences and gares vary enormously
irt seale, design and marerials but were
i b Spreer. | OER consTrwCted in sympathy with

Coogre, N5, | the style and perind of the house. In

and gate of s
Frderamom resde nee

camplrmivms the

urban arcas there was often a certain
consistency within 4 suburb and the
viswal inregrity of the strecmscape may
be lost when rraditional fences are
replaced with low-maintenance modern alternatives.
Perhaps even worse is the recenr rrend o give all old
henses o packet fence, when chey may not have had one
origimally — and the new pickess are very often wrong for
the period. Acorn pickers are nor appropreate for
Federarion housses but seem o be proliferating ag an
alarming rate in many odd Svdney subarhs,

Hetter educaton of bome owners and the manoktacturers
and suppliers of such reaovation produces would seem o
be the answer The seme applies to the colour-bonded steel
fencing now available, It would have been easy o make
thess fences n eraditional stybes rather chan the “almost but
nest quite raght” patterns which have been produced.

It is worth spending the money on the correct frone fence
and gabes fur they set the wne for the rest of the properny
anel could add considesably o irs resale value. There are
some excellent publicadions ovailable on this subject,
includimg Gettrmg e Detaits Right and the haok, Ferces
s Grartes, by the Mational Trust of Aussralia { Viceora),

resinreg] hopse ased
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Hedges and windbreaks

edges  and windbreaks are also  important

landscape elements, particularly in many rueal
properties and country towns. Hedges, either alone o
with fences. define boundaries, keep out intruders,
human and otheewise, and  introduce decorarive
elements inte the landscape.

Austratian plant species, including some of the
saltbushes, were somerimes used for hedges o drier
arcas, but whatever plants are used, owners should
ensure that they are kepr clipped. Many of the urban
weed problems in Svdney have resubted from the spread
of seed from once-popular hedge plants such as priver
which have been allowed to grose onchecked and

produce therr amnoal abundance of offspring, There
usually o suizable afternacive available i you wish o
reinstare a4 hedge but wang e avoid using problem
plants

Hedges can unpart a special qualicy o an weban
streetscape and their loss can have a devastanng effect.
When the maimenance of hundreds of miles of hedges im
Canberra finally Became oo much of o drain on Federal
finsnces, leaseholders were given the option of keeping
and mainmaining their hedgss or removng them. Many
|||1n-|:| foor the laster course of acrion, with the nesuly thar
somie streess in the older parts of the Nanon's Capatal now
fisesk: [ake mionths full of missing teerh?

(e decorarive hedge reatment seen n some 2arky
properses such as Rouse Hill House, hetween Marramatta
and Windsor, was the use of more than one plant specics,
a technigue traditionally vsed in the hedgerows of
Ergland. At Rowse Hill a clipped hedge of African Olive
lining the entrance drive also contaimns planes of
pelargonium, the bright red floweers of which provide a
splash of colour amnng the dark green foliage.

Trellises and lichgates

ntrance  gates, both wvehicular and  pedescrian,
Exnmutimes have ormamental sfructures bualt over
themn, These may be simple fimber mellises or elaborare
covered gates as seen in odd churchyands and cometerics.
The term bekgate or [vcbgate is often applied o any
coversd gare bur s more correctly reserved for those in
cemeteries. It was o strucmre unsler which dhe Funeral bicr
or coffin was rested unil the clergyman was ready for the
hrial wervice.

Any omber structures, whether they be gates, fences,
trellises, pergolas, summerhouses, lattsce screems oF
avinries, are liable to decay. 1F they sarveve st 1% ioiporrane
that they ke maintained or repaired, IF they are bevond
repair it is essential that the lecation and remains be
recorded carefully and any documentary or photographic
evidence consulted so thar an accurate replica may be
made. This policy applics o all conservatan works. Do
your research frst, The end result will be better, and in the
case of significant gardens, it is essential thar sound
conservation planning and pracsiess should be adopred i
that sserificance is 1o be retined,

[rives and 1 ths

nee iiside the front gate a drveway oF path is

cncountered, Surface finishes vary from place
place and according 1o the period and style of the howse
and garden. Traditional paving materials inclede gravel,
split or sawn stone, brick, decoraove dles and, in more
recent years, hitumen and concrete.

As with gates and fences, the quality and marerials of
paving can make or break a garden. The final decision
will depend on a number of factors including cost,
availahility, appropriateness for the period and other

e
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|1|';||_||..|j| considerarions such as suitehality e cha

licatioa, Faving around swimming ponls and in nchers

{1
L

damip arcas needs 1o be selected very carehally not only f
the sake of appearances bug also for sa fery.

The success af any paving depends on the adequoc
of the site preparation, the right choice of materials and
the skill of chose carrvine our the work. Careful
comsideration of soil characreristies and dramage
regeirements will help ro aveid costly falures. The use
of geavel on sloping surtaces can present prosblems bt
|||l_"\-\.;.' IMEav |'||_' CVETCTHTIE WiEh HI.II"II-C'\-\. k] r'rlll.ll.ll\.'!'\.. Lare
should be raken s ensure thar the mixmore does oot
CONGELD TO0 Miany TS’ o r|'|| ETHE T .R.I;r MEAY NEH olap

well with heawy ram

Drains and cdgings

P_‘F"ﬁ. and drives were often hordered with deaans o
warive edging tiles. These have most likely been

oS
damaged over the vears by lawn mowers or remaoved by
|1:'|_'|. Oils OWNErs 45 [asles, .'.H-I'l'll!l'\- .1:Iii mantenance
rotines changed, Where they survive it B important o
record them and, it possible, to repair or replace th

hMany a drainage problem has been capsed by an
accumularicn of sl and lerter over the veges, resulting in
clogging of old draims. When these are nocovered or
cleancd out the resialis can be astoundome,. Ar Gioce Hill
Memorial Cemerery on Svdney's bower Morth Shore, the
Josw-lving parts af the site had been waterlogeed For years,
resulring in subsidence, collapse of monuments and
difficuliy of sccess. Oince the neework of drains kad been
cleared of sojl and rree rosnts chae L|r.|.||1.|.:_',r '||'|l'lul.'-.]
dramaricallv.

Drains and tree roors don't mexe Old earthenware
SEWET .J.I'||_| ETOTTINWITET PIPCS LY have |_:_1-_L|_'\-'_' i |lll.:"l.l.'l'
aver the vears as a result of sl movement or Foor
damage, Even o slight leak from a broden seal will e
sufficient ro emcouTazE FooL penetratwan nie an old ppe
Some mres species ssich as Moreton Bay Fig can have huge
roogs well bevand the dripline of the mee,

{nee a sewer line has filed s defficalt o FEpiLE it,
parricalarly st the offending tree remans, Every problem
af this narure will need 1o be examained mdivideally, bur as
a mile, avoad |"'|'”'"“'2: thnse cree SFICCEES whech are knawn
o canse problems nesr sewer bines and drains. Your focal
warer authonty should have a lst of speces (o avoid and
it will probably inclisde the large amanwenial fgs, willows,
poplars and liguidambar,

e pipEs in pardens with lots of trees should be PV
laid in lomg rans wich the mininum of joans, [F offending
trees are self-sown woody weeds they should be removed
or cut down and their stomps possoned. This maxim
.I|'||_'!|-|"H. T %
elements including paths and strucrures. 1 che path oo

arion poseng a threat o other garden

structure is deemed o be more senaficant than the plant
then rhe plane should go. Soch a decison 15 mor absays
casy, especially for a garden loves, ot somenimes the
hailles just kias oo be birtent

1A +]
|1|||||_".

. | MSW, complemenis
ally are & major [earure of
the f srode walls
many  gardens and heritage ul o .
planti

SorErEEn"
KO Earoe

amdscapes. Some of the world's most
famasias gardens such as Sissaaghirsn
in Kent and
Grloucestershire derdve miuch of their

Hideore  Manor in

he exrenaine gristm
waork ar Yaralla,
Ueancord, W0

privides miches fi

charm trom the use of walls to creare
a seres of outdoor rocans, ssch with
many cenamental
; planm &
such spaces may be creared with | =

its own special character, UM Codrse,

Frlskl EEWAY S AT

Do CAVES

planoings and other devices such as
wh
1 admirt
chis fecregmon

i marnr

arbours and sereens. MNevertheless,
¥ IRIOEE L3
walls are

importane  clemets o
dofine bondares, o handle chanpss
in fevels, o create surprises and w0 provide opportunities
bor grosving chaabaeg, eratling aod espaliered plits,

The vswe of local stone tor walls iJI1FﬂlI‘I‘1 A r'-arri:'.'ular
flavour to gardens and landscapes 0 Geftin argass
Many of the beauriful gardens io the uppes” Blie
Mountaing of New South Wales have witlland rerraees
comstructed of the local Marrabeen Serigs gandstong, In
the lawarra FELIEHL, arsund Kiami, Ty wld Propemy
boundaries are defined by the local solcanis  rock
empliyed i drystone walls

The ha-la is a landscape device populagin the English
landscape tradison, Ir s based on the nse of o dicch, &



will, or a combination of the rwo, o ;}r\-t!-'-:ir.‘lr
uninmerrypiesd views from a haowse while keeping grazing
stock away from the immediate vicinity of the residence.
While ha-has are rare in Australia there are some
examples such as that at Mercang, Hexham in Victona,

For centuries garden desspners have sought to modify
pracure o fo mimae it on g smaller scale, The use of existing
rock oatcrops or the Imporing of |.;LI'|,';{' rocks has enabled
gardeners to recreate alpime rockenies, caves and grofroes,

Such features were commeon in many Victorian and
Edwardian pernod gardens and should be conserved
although they may appear kitsch o medern eyes. Yaralla
ar Concord, New South Wales has exrensive grotmses
dating from the early 20ch century when the owner Dame
Eadith Walker, inspared by her overseas
introsluced garden ideas frem differene countries. She
even impormed an Indian house and a Norwegian house
and had them evected in che garden,

Grottoes were constructed from concrete over steel
frames and contained cool passageways, small caves,
pools and plenty of apportunies for plane growth, The
grottoes at Yaralla are planted with palms, orchids,
hromeliads and succulents which give them an exotic,
tropical book. The obd animal enclosures at Taronga and
Melbmzme woos were constrocted in a similar manmer

Such arnficial landscapes are still being developed o
great effect in places such as the Sydney Tropical Centre at
the Royal Botamic Gardens whese the ‘mock rock’ of a
miniamure Kakadu and eropical streams has fooled even
professional geologises!

travels,

Summerhouses, aviaries and pavilions

\4; ny large old gardens contain strsctures such as
gazebos (the word gazebo is said to mean, n Dog
Larin, ‘I will gaze' and refers o a summerhouse or
pavilion sited to take advantage of more distant views),
avipries, slasshouses, conservarories, arbours, potging
shess and teniis pavilions, These may be comstructed of
rimber, stone, brack, iron or steel, wirewaork, glass, or a
combination of two of more of these maenals. Thee
logacion, design and condition should all be recorded
pecuragely and Ll_'-|:|I|:|n.'|:'|:?'I'|.~|i'.-lt|:.' before any repatr or
reconsTuct 15 contemplaned,

Some gardens have unuswal structures hike the
castellated gentbemen'’s smoking room ar Woolmers near
Longford in pomhern Tasmania and the magmificent
criental-inspired rennis pavilion ar Ervldene, the Gordon
residence of the lare Professor E.G, Waterhouse, Camelor,
the magical Quesn Anne Revival house ag Marellan, on
Sydney's soothern ourskires, had an aviary, glashouse,
tenmis pavilion, smoking kiln and other structures, many
v, sadly, imorains,

The boundary berween true garden elements and whar
may be considercd outbuildings may  be  blurred.
Outhuildings often combine with the main house o create
garden spaces imporrant in the averall landscape of the
property. At Bella Vista, Kellyville, a property once owned

by John and Elizabeth Macarthur and dhat was laver, undes
the Pearce family, a major cicrus archard, the 19th century
farm buildings are clustersd on a hilltop, surrounded by
magnificent Moreton Bay Fig trees, Bella Visa s aotable
alsn fur its stunning entrance drive of Bunya Pines.

Statues, founlains and
pther ornamenls

On:.;u:n-.—nml_ features have embellished pardens for
centuries, In Auseralia their use reached irs zenich in
the Lare 19th cenmiry when so-called *Boom’ stvle houses

Amuny she man
and gardens reflecred the enormous | fris
wealth E.I:ﬂ{"rﬂTﬁ.! I‘.ﬂ.' tha _I{-::q]IJ . pardei m Camelot,

Fs i bl

4 PFareTlan, M5, are
and pastoral  expansion.  Grand | fower beds in ihe
peivane gardens and public parks | shapeof the it
were filled with statuary, wens, | 78 Fckofcnds

' digmond, heari,
fountains and other decorative | pads and v

elemenes in g sometimes exaggerated
and ostentarious display of wealth and social starus.

Tastes and Fashioms change very capidiy. We should net
criticise our forebears for what we may deem o be their
bad tasre b, ravhes, wonder at the skill of the sculpror whao
miade a marhle staroe and the echmodogies which produced
a Colebrookdale cast ron fountain or a Lithgow pottery
wrn. The use of garden omaments dechined through the
middle decades of the 20th centuey bur has seen a
significant revival i recent years. While surviving original
omaments should be retned and cherished, grear care
must be aken with the mrodecnon of pew oemamenss into
historic gardens, With the corrent Fad For perro-fashiomns
thsere is a risk that every garden may soon ook like a mini-
Yersailles or a Tascan villa,

Provided ornamentss are chosen with reference o
historical traditions and adherence o good design
principles, they can be very impartant elements (o contaim
or complement garden plantings and to establish points of
interest in the landscape. The carefully-placed stame or
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splashing founain cam create a mood foe a garden which
sets it apart from others. The sound of water, the breeze

whispering n the trees, the song of birds and the play of =

shadows cast by trees on building walls are all less
tangible elements of gardens which gl:ll]d gardeners will
strive to achieve.

Water features, ponds and Elrédgfﬁ'

\"ii,‘-’.m-r has been an essential component of gardens
since the days of ancient Pessia. [n a predominantly

arid contiment like Auwstralia, the use-of warer feamres in
combination with plantings can create 4 cooler, madst
microciimare arcund a house, imparting an oazsis-like
effect m an otherwise dry enviconment, ‘OF courses, thes
presupposes the availability of water — nos ahways
posshle ina land of frequent deoughes,

Existimg streams may be incorporated inim gardens or
diverted for that purpose. Many great gacdens have
ornamental lakes, poisds and steeams 1o add a picruresgue
rouch 1o the landscape. Farm dams can doubls as garden
elemenes and havens for nagive wildlife by jodicioms
plantng of damp-loving species and creation of arohcmal
islands 1o protect nesting hirds,

The decoranve impact of a watercourss can be credted

by the vse of carefully arcanged rocks and pebbles o
sugpEesd o SEredi, a 1E\.‘|‘|I‘|I|:|I.|l.' commnn in the _|-1-F'-1I1I-'!it'
garden tradition. Examples are sometimes foamd in old

Australian gardens and should be

3 preserved.
Water bodies  alse  provide
bt opportunities for merodoction of

decorative crossing features such as

bridges and stepprmg stones, Bradpes
may be simple stone slabs or haghly oemamental seructures
in rusticared or Chinciserie styles such as those an
Sydnev’s Roval Botanic Gardens or at Rippon Lea in
Selbourne

Garden furmniture

heere s Tittle poine in establishing a garden if one cannot

sit m 1t o admieg the view, take in the perfume, lsten
toy the bacds, enjoy an outdoor meal or simply contemglate
nature, the meaning of lite or whatever mkes one’s fancy.
Crarden fursiituse was an important element of histonc
gardens and came o a wide range of styles incheding simple
wionden saats, claborate castiron and timber benches, and
sumetines whimsical rosticared “bush furniruee”,

A mind-boggling array of ouwtdoor formtare s
avpilable roday buc much of it looks our of place in old
pardens Unbess vour garden i High Yectoran, Boom
Sayle or perlmps Federarion ir's probably bester s avoid
very dlaborate designs and opt for something simple. A
basic. teak of stone bench wall lase for vears and sill ot
ook wur of place in most gardens. Cast alwminiom
repriduction Colebrookdale furmiture and Latvens seats

seanleck decidedly odd in some gardens!

Tennis conrts and craquet lawns

einis cours and, less commaonlby, croguet lawns wers
Th_-n tures of many la TRer historic gerdrrn it bosth
subarban and rural environments. While it s peneeally
Easier oo incorporate & court imto 3 homestead garden
whete space is nota problem, it s quite a different marter o
squeere-a full-size cowrt mio a subarkan garden which may
have already been decimared by subdivesion, Retracrable
screens can help o reduce visual mtrusions and a hale-size
court may be an acceptahle space-saving aluernative tor
somie keen tenints players. There will be sues, thoough, where
a tennis courm can smpdy ot 6t in, and the owners may
rieed 1o foam the local cheb o plas.

Swimming pools, multi-car garages
and satellite Tv dishes

A any wealthy home owners aspive o a hteseyle
h'r]: which demands swimming pools, muolt-car
garages and satellice Tv dishes. These elements: are often
squeszed ineo significan: lnndscapes which were never
designed o rake them,

Swimming poods should be sated wath ease of construction
and meainrenance in mind, and wath careful areencion r\J.il.‘I T
choice of finishes and megranen wath the existing house and
garden. Where possible they should be designed and Incaned
o reduce visual impact to the mimimum, [n some cases
swimming pools were featores of old houses as wirh the
harbourside poobs n Svdney Harbour, daring from the lade
B%ch and early 2ith centories. Ieground pools did nog sram
to appear in any numbers wwtl much more recently alchough
sovmie grander hionses had theens as carly as the 1930s At
Boomerang. the Hollywoesd Spanish Revival home of the
Albsert music publishang Eamily ar Svdney's Elizabeth Bay, new
owmiers wished to mstall @i -ground pool in the garden.
There were pwo choices. Oie, 1o ruck it away o one side of
the garden and try o make i a5 recessive as possible, The



troable wath this oprion was that at
wonld have destroved the very sirong
spateal SVIMINET of the howse and
gardert. O the assumption thar a house

it Hl_|u1||r|:.\,||_||_|""~| ptrull_‘l '||'I|.| ETamaeir
priay well Tewve had a swimming poed m
the first place, the decision was taken to
design & pool which adhered to the
existing symmerry and which paid
refereincs (o the reflecnve pool on the
oeher side of the howse, The end resuleis
a pool which leks as though it has
alwavs been there
Mot every home awner wants of tesds 0 B-car garage bu
they are not unknewn, especially in upmarket ressdential
areas such as parts of Sydney’s eastern suburhs. Slothig 3
garage of carport into an existing garden can destrov the
character of the house and the landscape onless it 15 handled
with considerable care. Nothing jars as muoch as a flat-roofed
sieel carport phmked in fron of & Vicroran Cetine cottags or
a Californian Buongalow, These are many appropriate design
solistions for acoommodaring moter vehiclestm old gardens.
VWhille they may still detracr slightly from the bualding rthes
not only provde howing for the car but may aboprovide
opportunities for planting of climbers and other omamenmals,
[f somseone in vour houschold is derermmed movsee jive
pverseas television beamed in from space via saellite, then
yiml may have problems, Sarellive dishes do noc sit casily in
perind gardens and cannot have vegeration overbanginig
them or plasted too Gose o them, The best hope is thar
the dish can be sired in an our-ofthe-way comer and
painted a recessive ool

Conclusions

As discussed above, there are indesd many parts to a
garcden, and withour even considermg the layour and
T‘.i_;nnn_;:l._ The 1A POFLAne rI'l.il'l!Ll- 1o be rermembered are thar all
these elements combine oo make a good garden and thar it is
the way m which the parcs commibute m the whole thar can
make a good garden grear or an histone garden sigrifcanT
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The role of government in garden conservation

—a case study
SUSIE HOPPE = 38 i ol f8 L 78 VR PR 3 8

11 levels of government can play an important part m
A the cneming conservation and profecrion of gardens
of heritape simmificance in Mew South Wales, The rolde they
play varies with the bevel of government, can be stanstory
or non-statutory and depends also on the natore and
EIEMITRCATICE 0l nchivieetinal :_'..l'l.ll.'ll'\-.

The potential for government o take acvion i the
corseratinn of gardens mav be demonsorated by Inokimg at

an example. Combewood at Penrith illustrares well 2 vaniety

of wavs their conservabon could be assised by government.

. L i - .
[fe erttage sugnficance of
Combewood garden
A om bewood  has strong historical hinks, which
4 eomtinue todav, with the 'l."\:|||||_|-'il.|. tamily, to whoan it
was given as part of a much larger land grant i 1804,

The angnal land grant of 1UUE acTes was subdraded last

cenmury. Ot hranch of the family tonk over the northern
half and complered the bowse, 'Combewnod’, 1 1850
garden to
Althouagh a lare example of its type, £ 1s of Sgrabicence

15 it demsonstrates the plantings, garden layout, landscape

writh the lavout of th

and vrilisation fearures associated with 1%th century
pastoral estates on the Cumberland Plam. The rural
ST, :_'_|',_|-_'|. _|'||.I |'\-||||.:ilI5:I- cn hance |.'.I.'|'. II||||.I |III\.| HELm
srermibicant as i .l\.'|-'||' ||'||' PIoHpeTry 15 O i|.| n :II!.',,l! (S e 14
by the community as a link with early settlemens, and this
is demonsgsated by being much visited an open days and

by the support the local commumity growps and coundil

havie shown for the ongnine comservabioa ol thi PrOpCTTY

fssues 11 reldlion ta the ongoing
conservilion of L prmbrewoed

M he Roval Army Engineers took over land on the
southern boundary of the hoause and gacden in 1938,

In 1940 Council rezoned the land o mdusirial use, the

Sete LaOWErniImEne ressrmed land For

service carndors and ihe propeerty

Wl Sl |Il\.| '

W
-
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Further subdivision and the building of Coreen Dinve
cut inee the garden o the novth.

The Woodriff family later reacquired the house.
Councal bought the lots contammg the carriage loop,
whilst a service station was huilt on the lots on the cormer
of Castlereagh Road and Coreen Avenue which also reran
the nriginal enteance driveway and associared planomgs.

The mdustrial lands in the Penrith local government
area have recently been the subject of a draft local
envirnamental pl.!ll'l (LEP} which meluded Combewood.
The property was then excluded From the plan |:'l:«' Councl
foll vwan considerarion of the Mational Trust's submission
to the exhibited plan, Development of appropriate
comtrols and management for the propercy will be part of
the snucly of the Army lands to the south and south east.

More detailed information on Combewood 15 now
available 10 Council following the preparation of a
conservation plan tor the property, including the howse
and garden, by Sydney University heritage conservation
stuﬂunh in 1994,

Possthle conservation aclion
by government

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Penmh Council, as the local authority, has the
responsibility for the protection of the hentage of irs
area. Through the acquisition of the carriageway loop,
and the ondertaking of a heritage study of the local
government area and the subsequent hsting of
Combewood in Council’s Heripage LEP 1991, the Council
tas already recognised the significance of Combewood.
An ncentives clause, enabling Council 1o vary the nses
designiared for the industrial zone to enable conservation
of the property, is already included in the heritage LEF

In reviewing the corrent 2oning of the property and
planning contrals, there are & number of actions open 1o
Council. These melude:

»  Rezoaing of the land w a more appropriate roni

* Rezoning of the land o cthe soush o a zone
sympatheric o the ongoing conservation  of
Combewood;

» [dencificarion and protection of an appropriare
currilage to respect the significance of Combewnood
howse and garden in its serming;

» Inclusion of eacly trees in a schedule af significant
rrees, including those along the ongmal encfance
driveway, in the Army land o the south along
Boundary Creek and on other lands subdeaded since
the 1960ks; and,

s Protecrion of any archenlogical remains, partculary in
the old stables area.

& development conerol plan [DOP) could be prepared
which conld imclude:

s Protecrion of the visnal links from the property o the

river and the Blue Mountains and to any ocher sites
with historeal hinks to the property;

* Mainrenance of a relationship to other hentage tems
in the area, tar example Thomen Hall on the Army
land to the south, and o any plantngs and fearures
which were parr of the original land grant;

» Identification of appropriate siting, height, mass and
scale of new development in surrounding areas; and,

= Reinforcement of the 19th cenmury character of the
existing vegetation by developing planting schemes for
surrounding lands which were part of the original land
Erant.

In addition, & more detailed management and mamtenance
plan conld be developed for the property which could include
recommendations for lorg term and day o day maamtenance.
Interpretive materials for the site coubd be prepared.

STATE GOVERNMENT

he MSW Heritage Office and the Heritage Council

are concerngd to ensure the ongoing conservagon of
items of heritage signiticance, Mumiseerial THrecrions
igsued under Section 117 of the Emaronmental Planming
and Assessment Act 1979 can darect councils o protect
heritage rtems included in any LEPs, The Heritage Office
hias dgvdhpéiimnda:d heritpe ;lm.ur-‘l'n.i GHPs.

“In addition, e Hleritage maniges the Heritage
Assistance Program — a grants and loans program, Cowncil
could apply for grants for snady of of werk m hertage
items under this program,

The Hentage Council can recommend 1o the Minister
for Hirban Affairs and Planning the making of a Permanent
Conservason Creder over items of hentage significance,
Where such irems are procecred € LEPs;che Hentage
Coyngil wsually considers that I!'u{: |:I-:I'I:I\!1.-I:I-I.'I adcquam

profection for the nmser-mp:r_,dﬂ&ggmm

COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENT |

ombewood is listed on the Register of the Mational

Estate. This not only 1 secognition of its heritage
significance but also gives ar advisory role o the Aussrahan
Heritage Comimission when the Commonwealth s mvolved
in @ devibopment which conld affece the significance of an
item tom gl Risgister. The Austraban Hesirage Comission
thus has & rale in commennmg on M}'Fﬂlﬁﬂiﬂ by the Army
land r.be soith of Combewgad:-

s
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Mamonal Trust classificanon of Combewood | 994,

Herstage Study of the Caty-af Parritlh,

Comberood Conservation Plan, Master of Heritage
Conservation, Faculty of Architecture, Svdney
Unaversity, 1994,
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umereis privhlems can arse when researching the

history of a garden, Often it s clammed, or known,
rthar a prominent gurden designer was mvalved with a
certain garden, and ot 5 often difficolt o substantiane
exacely what this involvement was. IF the inerepid
explorer i lucky, some sor of plan for the garden will
hawe been drawn, The next step 5 b0 ascersin o what
extent this plan has been implemented. In general. few
recorde are kepe of 2 garden’s development. The following
example is & recent expericnce while drafting a listing
propasa] for the Mational Trose.

The farmberongh road experience

Iu 1993 the Commirtee decicled to invesngaee some of
the sites lised in the Wellongong Herrtage Stedy with a
VIEW b Iisl:'ma_ gardens i that area. One of the sites visited
was a group of foor cottages bl as employes housing in
the late 19405 near Me Kembla, dnd now Crown Land,
Chor main imerest in chis ste was that it iz a small
landscape estare by the prominent landscape designer
Edna Wall:ny;. Walling would most probably |'|..'|'|-'v: -:ailniﬂ:
a will pned-ab-ix the only example of her -|.-|.'|r!IL"|'."p1'. afla

|.'|:5|g_r||.-d villages apart from Bickbeigh Vale VEIDHE.,: "

that was banlr,

Informaticon was sketchy. The local couneil sttﬂ'ﬂ}d T
koo very little abosit the site and the Nasonal Trust s
ot in the habit of putting advertisements in the local
paper for mformation. Peter Watts.-in his book The
Cardens of Edna Welling, quotes Walling's. dn:s_rjptmnpf
directing a front-end loader whilé Tt shifred bouldirs

|:|_r|:u;||1|.'|. |:|'|: hnu.pr sll.‘t:,. U:rL‘Eﬂn:l:u.l:ﬂl!-tl}' 'I'J‘I.E L"EI-l'hFr.‘.LfI}"'[l'.'l'lI' =

had the estate bailt, Broken Hill Associated EHLdII.‘!‘i.WBE

raken w.rf.r by BHP making ‘the search for récords |
pu:_lrr'ni'ung o |:|1r benlding &f the esare d!ffmulr.. TI!L'_ z
librarian ar BHP Archives i Melbotirne was, extremely:

LEF; They were ahle
<abour the gardens” development. They apparently have a
-photo album which highlights the deterioranmg eondition

helpiul: “The mystery Edna Walling gardens = if only we
knew!” This was not their first enguiry on the subject,

When Perer Warts was contacted he was able to
provide the mams of an archites in Melbowrne whi had
the rough skerch plans of the site. Several relephone calls
to various people in Melbooroe later it was confirmed
thar ves, there were plans, This informasion was very
exciting! In addition, it was discoversd from an officer at
Sharional Parks and Wildlife, who manage the sie, that a
student had used the cottages as an example in an
Advanced Stady Reporr [ASRE for her Bachelor of
Archicecoure depree, After macking down both the ASR
and the now praceising architect, it was confirmed tha
the plans she had wsed were the same as those an
Melboarne and neicher of s had heen able to ascertam o
what extent the plans had been implemented. Howeves,
the plans were extremely useful in the endemstanding of
Walling's conceps for the sice, especially when viewed in
canjuncrion with a later publicanon by Thistle Y. Harris,
Auztratizn Mamts for the Garden, for which Walling had
supplicd the garden plans,

[t seemed hard to believe thar there was just no
aditicnal information available on these gardens. People
lived in these houses, How many birthday party photos or
phoros of the pet dog or the new car were framed with a
background of these gardens?

The difficulry of researching in one's spare time and at
a distance was underlined. If the garden & a loeal one,
conacrs are available and old newspapers in the local

« history files ar the municipal lihrary can supply snippets of
! I:nfnrnﬁrinn. Miraculously & contact was found through a
sehance remark in Canberra by o Commirtee member -
spmeone knew someone, More relephone calls - a very
“wood invention, the telephione,

The couple evenmally contacted had lived inone of the
cotrages for 18 years, from the mad 1960s until the early
1980s. Active mémbers of the Anstralan Carden History

‘Society, they had-been eager o have the gardens officially

recoenised and had a rpued For them o be included 1o the
e supply-important information

ofthe gardens and the nesd for a management sirategy for

- them, aH'[-r.uug]'l. irwould ke difficulo to maintin them to

the szandard which BHP ser: a gardener one day per week
foir each comape. They also thought thar somidne from

_'W'Dﬂrmg:mg Boranic Gardens had done 2 horticultural
Caurvey of the site

&, this story hfls a relatively happy non-ending, for the
rescarcher, not the gardens, as yet. There must be
sonmeane whose Enows sameone. - who moved invo the
cortages when they were first built, or whe knows the
gardener char worked there. ..

It is hoped that the Manonal Trust herieage lisung for
this landscape estare will emphasiss s impoctance. The
historical research 15 al.‘w:;f: imporiant, despite the
difficulnes rn:l;mnrrr:l.l as 18 prowides 4 woumnd basis foi
the Trust's arguments.




