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S I R  H E N R Y  A N D  L A D Y
A N N E  A Y E R S

Henry Ayers was born in Portsea, England, on 1st May

1821, the son of shipwright Wil l iam Ayers and his wife

Elizabeth (née Breaks). 

 

His wife, Anne (née Potts) Ayers was the daughter of

Lawrence Potts, a retired l inen draper. Her

stepmother, Elizabeth Lockett was the primary

breadwinner working as a mil l iner and dressmaker. 

 

Anne's brother, Frank Potts, had at 14 sailed on the

HMS Challenger, witnessing the raising of the Union

flag inaugurating the colony of Western Australia.

SLSA: PRG 67/54/6
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T H E I R  W E D D I N G

On 14 June 1840 Henry Ayers married Anne

Potts at St Mary's Alverstoke Church in

Southamptonshire, England. 

ROWLART: St. Marys Church, Alverstoke



N E W  B E G I N N I N G S

The couple, gaining passage on account of Henry's feigned carpentry ski l ls, set

sail aboard the Fairfield on 15 July 1840. There were 180 other passengers on

board.

 

Upon reaching Port Adelaide on the 14th of December 1840, Henry wasted no time

pretending to be a carpenter. Instead, he gained employment as a law clerk in

the office of (Sir) James Fisher working there until 1845.

SLSA:B 3701



T H E  F O R T U N E

Sir Henry Ayers made his wealth from the Burra

Burra Copper Mine, which was also known as the

"Monster Mine".

 

In 1845, he was appointed secretary of the South

Australian Mining Association. Its copper mines at

Burra Burra yielded fifteen dividends of 200 

percent each in the next five years.

 

Ayers had bought forty-five of the original £5

shares, and by 1850 controlled sufficient votes of

absentee shareholders to be elected managing

director of the association.

SLSA:B 46014

SLSA:B 75029



A Y E R S '  L E G A C Y

A p a r t  f r o m  h i s  m i n i n g  i n t e r e s t s ,  A y e r s  h e l d
i m p o r t a n t  d i r e c t o r a t e s  a n d  w a s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s

a  m e m b e r  a n d  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  b o a r d  o f
t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e   S a v i n g s  B a n k  o f  S o u t h

A u s t r a l i a .  
 

H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e   S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a n  G a s  C o m p a n y ,  a  G o v e r n o r  o f

t h e   A d e l a i d e  B o t a n i c  G a r d e n s ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e
S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a n  O l d  C o l o n i s t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,

a n d  w a s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  o n  t h e  c o u n c i l  o f
t h e   U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e .  

 
H e  w a s  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  f o r  a n  u n b r o k e n  t e r m  o f

3 7  y e a r s  a n d  w a s  t h e  p r e m i e r  o f  S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a  s e v e n  t i m e s .

 
A y e r s  R o c k  ( U l u r u ) ,  i n  C e n t r a l  A u s t r a l i a ,  w a s

o f f i c i a l l y  g a z e t t e d  a f t e r  h i m .  

SLSA: PRG 67/54/2



T H E  F A M I L Y

F. Gordon Ayers. Amy J. Ayers. Sir Henry Ayers. Julian Ayers.

Edith Lungley. 2nd Mrs. Lungley. Ada Ayers. Katherine Lungley.

Mary Ayers. Evelyn Ayers. Mrs. Arthur E. Ayers. Marian Ayers.

Beatrice Lungley. Evelyn Ayers. Florence Ayers. Nora Lungley.

Dorothy Lungley. Lucy Ayers. Mabel Ayers. John Morphett

Ayers. 

Kathleen Ayers. Henry E. Ayers. Sidney Hurtle Ayers.

SLSA: PRG 67/54/22



T H E  C H I L D R E N

Margaret Elizabeth (née Ayers) Lungley 

(27 November 1848 – 19 September 1887) 

 

Frank Richman Ayers 

(10 March 1842 – 23 April 1906)

 

Arthur Ernest Ayers (not pictured)

(17 November 1852 - 2 April 1921)

SLSA: PRG 67/54/50SLSA: PRG 67/54/81



T H E  C H I L D R E N

Harry Lockett Ayers (27 April 1844 – 28 April 1905) 

 

Lucy Josephine (née Ayers) Bagot 

(15 December 1856 – 11 May 1945) 

 

Frederick "Fred" Ayers (4 March 1847 – 18 February 1897)

SLSA: PRG 67/54/46 SLSA: PRG 67/54/51SLSA: PRG 331/30/3/4



F R A N K  R I C H M A N  A Y E R S  

 

The first Ayers' heir (right) was named after Sir Henry's

brother-in-law, and Richman, who had provided Ayers

with employment during a difficult financial period.

 

Once Frank completed his studies at St Peter's

College, he was articled to the firm of Fenn and

Bruce. Following that he was sent to London by his

father to complete his legal studies.

 

He worked at the well-known legal firm, Ayers, Ayers,

& Gails. He never married. 

SLSA: PRG 67/54/48



H A R R Y  L O C K E T T  A Y E R S  

F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  H a r r y  w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i s
b r o t h e r ,  A r t h u r ,  a s  s e n i o r  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e
f i n a n c i a l  f i r m  o f  H .  L .  &  A .  E .  A y e r s ,  w h o

w e r e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s e v e r a l  E n g l i s h
c a p i t a l i s t s  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  o l d  c o l o n i s t s

r e s i d i n g  i n  E n g l a n d .  
 

H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  o l d  S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a n  M i n i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e

p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  B u r r a  B u r r a  m i n e .  
 

H e  n e v e r  t o o k  a n y  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s .

SLSA: B 22103/66



H A R R Y  L O C K E T T  A N D
A D A  ( N É E  M O R P H E T T )

A Y E R S

They were married on the 1st of October 1866 and

had 11 children together, of whom 6 died

tragically young. 

SLSA: PRG 67/54/77
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A D A ' S  C O M M I S S I O N

The Angel of Faith and River of Life

 windows were designed and produced by

the Tiffany Studios in New York City in

1909. 

The windows were commissioned by Ada

Ayers as a memorial to her late husband,

Harry Lockett Ayers, and six of their eleven

children.

The windows were installed in St Paul's

Church on Pulteney Street on 12

December 1909. 

When the church was decommissioned in

the 1980s, the windows were moved

several times to locations across the city. 

For 15 years they were located in Pulteney

Grammar School's Chapel. 

In 2001, they were donated to the Art

Gallery of South Australia.

AGSA: 20019A18.1 AGSA: 20019A18.2



F R E D E R I C K  " F R E D "  A Y E R S  

F r e d e r i c k  A y e r s  w a s  t h e  t h i r d  s o n  o f  S i r
H e n r y  A y e r s .  H e  w a s   e d u c a t e d  a t  S t .  P e t e r ' s

C o l l e g e  i n  A d e l a i d e  a n d  a t  C a m b r i d g e
U n i v e r s i t y ,  U . K . ,  w h e r e  h e  c o m p l e t e d  a  B . A .
d e g r e e  a n d  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  a  M a s t e r  o f  A r t s

i n  1 8 7 5 .
 

B e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a ,  h e
m a r r i e d  E v e l y n  C a m e r o n  P a g e ,  w i t h  w h o m  h e

h a d  6  c h i l d r e n .  
 

A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  F r a n k ,  F r e d e r i c k  w a s
a  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  l e g a l  f i r m ,  A y e r s ,

A y e r s ,  &  G a i l .  H e  w a s  a l s o  t h e  D e a n  o f  t h e
F a c u l t y  o f  L a w  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e .  

SLSA: PRG 67/54/170



 E V E L Y N  A N D  T H E
C H I L D R E N

Gordon and Julian Ayers 

Evelyn Cameron Ayers (née Page) 

Gordon, Evelyn and Julian Ayers 

SLSA: PRG 67/54/15SLSA: PRG 67/54/88 SLSA: PRG 67/54/165



M A R G A R E T  E L I Z A B E T H  ( N É E
A Y E R S )  L U N G L E Y  

As a child, Margaret was said to be extremely well-

behaved and the apple of her father's eye. She was

also an avid piano player.

 

During a visit to England to visit her brother, Frank,

she met the Princess of Wales. 

 

Margaret married Arthur Robert Lungley on 29th

April 1875 at St. Paul's Church in Adelaide. 

They had 5 daughters together. 

Edith, Katie and Bee Lungley are pictured above.  

SLSA: B 69223

SLSA: B 62968



L U C Y  J O S E P H I N E  ( N É E
A Y E R S )  B A G O T  

Lucy married John Bagot J.P. on 24 September

1878. For a long period John was the director

of Bagot, Shakes, & Lewis, Limited, Broken Hil l

Pty., the National Bank, the South Australian

Brewing Company, the All iance Assurance

Company, and the South Australian Mining

Association. 

 

Together they had two children, Charles and

Walter Hervey.

SLSA: PRG 67/54/14
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A R T H U R  E R N E S T  A Y E R S

A r t h u r  E r n e s t  A y e r s  m a r r i e d  B a r b a r a  A g n e s
M i l n e  o n  3 0  A p r i l  1 8 7 8 .  B a r b a r a  w a s  a

d a u g h t e r  o f   W i l l i a m  M i l n e  M P .  
 

A l o n g  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  H a r r y ,  A r t h u r  w a s  a
s e n i o r  p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  f i r m  o f  H .  L .  &

A .  E .  A y e r s .
 

I n  1 9 1 9 ,  E l l e n  M i l n e  B u n d e y  M u s . B a c . ,  a
g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e  ( 1 8 6 8 -

1 9 1 9 )  f o u n d  t h e  E r n e s t  A y e r s  S c h o l a r s h i p ,  i n
m e m o r y  o f  A r t h u r  E r n e s t  A y e r s  a n d  h i s  w i f e

B a r b a r a  A n g u s  A y e r s .  T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e  e n c o u r a g e s  o r i g i n a l

r e s e a r c h  b o t a n y  a n d  f o r e s t r y .

SLSA: PRG 67/54/170



S U M M E R S  A T  G L E N E L G

From New Year's Day, 1875, the Ayers spent

summers at their beachfront property, Seafield

Tower (far right).

SLSA: PRG 67/54/1205



S E A F I E L D  T O W E R

The residence (right) on the Glenelg Esplanade was designed as two self-

contained, 15 room summer residences for Sir Henry Ayers and Sir Thomas

Elder, when both were in their late fifties.

 

The Ayers family inhabited the northern side and Sir Thomas Elder the

southern. Each residence had a separate staircase to the tower, but the

landing was communal.

 

The central tower commemorated a landmark on the Fifeshire coast,

which was dear to Thomas Elder. 
SLSA: B 7874



T H E  S T O R Y  C O N T I N U E S

A t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  S i r  H e n r y  a  f r i e n d  t o l d  t h e
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  t h a t  A y e r s  s a w  l i f e  a s

a  b a t t l e ;  h e  h a d  f o u g h t  w e l l  a n d  ' t h e
w o r l d  g a v e  h i m  m u c h  t h a t  h i s  h e a r t

d e s i r e d ' .
 

W h i l s t  h i s  f i g h t  m a y  h a v e  e n d e d ,  h i s
s t r u g g l e  f o r  w e a l t h  a n d  p o l i t i c a l

l e a d e r s h i p ,  h i s  u n b o u n d e d  f a i t h  i n  t h e
c o l o n y ' s  f u t u r e ,  a n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  h i s

f a m i l y  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  o n  i n  t h i s  h o u s e
m u s e u m .

 

SLSA: PRG 631/2/1845


