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Heritage: defn… 

…..is our legacy from the past, what we live with today, 

and what we pass on to future generations. Our 

cultural and natural heritage are both irreplaceable 

sources of life and inspiration   (UNESCO) 

…...is all the things that make up Australia's identity - 

our spirit and ingenuity, our historic buildings, and our 

unique, living landscapes.    Our heritage is a legacy 

from our past, a living, integral part of life today, and 

the stories and places we pass on to future generations 

(Department of the Environment) 
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World Heritage Sites  

National Heritage (and Commonwealth) 

State Heritage (Places and Areas) 

Local Heritage (Places and Areas)  

Contributory (items and streetscapes)  
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World Heritage List 
World Heritage Committee 

        ….supported by UNESCO  

(United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organisation) 

• IUCN (International Union for 

Conservation of Nature), Switzerland 

• ICOMOS (International Council on 

Monuments and Sites), Paris 

• ICCROM (International Centre for the 

Study of the Preservation and 

Restoration of Cultural Property), Rome 
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a) human creative masterpiece 

b) human values in architecture, technology, 
monumental arts, town planning, landscape 

c) testimony to cultural tradition or civilisation 

d) example of building type, architecture, 
technology, landscape 

e) vulnerable example of settlement, land use, sea 
use 

f) association with events, traditions, ideas, 
beliefs, artistic/literary works 

g) embodying natural phenomena, natural beauty, 
aesthetic quality 

h) stages of earth’s history (record of life, 
geological, geomorphic, physiographic) 

i) ecological/biological processes (terrestrial/fresh 
water/coastal/marine ecosystems, plant/animal 
communities) 

j) natural habitat (biological diversity, threatened 
species) 

 



www.whc.unesco.org 
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National Heritage List 
Australian Heritage Council 

(Department of the 
Environment) 

Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999  
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a) course of natural/cultural 
history 

b) uncommon/rare/endangered 
historical aspects 

c) understanding of 
natural/cultural history 

d) class of natural/cultural 
places/environments 

e) aesthetic characteristics 

f) creative/technical  

g) social/cultural/spiritual 

h) life/works of person/group 
(natural/cultural history) 

i) indigenous traditions 
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State Heritage Places & Areas 
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• South Australian Heritage 

Register 

• South Australian Heritage 

Council  

• Heritage South Australia  

• SA Heritage Places Act (1993) 

• Development Act (1993) – 

transitioning to the Planning, 

Development and 

Infrastructure Act (2016)  

• (a) it demonstrates important aspects of the evolution 

or pattern of the State's history;  

• (b) it has rare, uncommon or endangered qualities 

that are of cultural significance;  

• (c) it may yield information that will contribute to an 

understanding of the State's history, including its 

natural history;  

• (d) it is an outstanding representative of a particular 

class of places of cultural significance;  

• (e) it demonstrates a high degree of creative, aesthetic 

or technical accomplishment or is an outstanding 

representative of particular construction techniques or 

design characteristics; or 

• (f) it has strong cultural or spiritual associations for the 

community or a group within it; or 

• (g) it has a special association with the life or work of a 

person or organisation or an event of historical 

importance.  



State heritage 
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Local heritage 
Development Act 1993 

a) historical / economic / social 

b) customs / ways of life 

c) lives of local residents 

d) aesthetic/design or construction techniques 

e) local personality or event 

f) notable landmark 

g) tree of historical / social importance 
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Non-statutory 

 

Engineering Heritage Australia Register 

….Engineering Heritage Markers 

….Engineering Heritage National Landmarks 

  

National Trust of South Australia 

….Heritage Register SA — ‘Classified’ places and objects 

….Significant Tree Register  
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The manual for 
heritage 
management 
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BC - heritage 
management 
framework 
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J S Kerr The Conservation Plan 2013  https://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/    

CMP - Conservation Management Plan 
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https://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/
https://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/
https://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/
https://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/
https://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/
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We are from the government 
– how can we help? 

 
• Heritage Advisers 

•  Heritage Grants 

• Reducing Red Tape  

• 20th C Churches Project  
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