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Regenerating Places of Faith 2019 

All individuals are different. 
 
All church congregations are different. 
 
All neighbouring communities are different. 
 
There is no one-size-fits-all solution to connecting them. 

Connecting Places of Faith & Communities 
…and what does this actually mean?  



Definition of COMMUNITY, from the online Cambridge Dictionary 
 
‘People who are considered as a unit because of their common 
interests, social group, or nationality 
 
or 
 
the people living in one particular area.’ 



Church congregations can change over time. 
 
Neighbouring communities can change over time. 
 
Therefore the needs and aspirations of both can change…. 
 
so the ways that churches & communities connect need to be flexible. 



Congregations need: 
 
- a clear Mission Action Plan 
 
- to understand their own neighbourhoods 
 
- to understand their own appetite for change. 
 



When connecting with communities 
congregations need to: 
 
- understand their own willingness to let others 
‘cross their threshold’ 
 
- be willing to relinquish some control. 
 

Some congregations will find these 
things easier than others.  
 



Questionnaire courtesy of Ben Woodd, Minister at St. Barnabas Anglican Church, Croydon 

Questionnaire – 
St. Barnabas, 
Croydon, Adelaide 



54 people completed the questionnaire 
 

The most favoured activities were 
 

Movie nights - 81% 
Music concerts - 81% 
Barneys' Bazaar (community fete) - 78% 
Barneys' International Café - 72% 
Quiz nights - 72% 
Community garden working bee - 70% 
School holidays kids club - 70% 
Kids' Art Workshop - 69% 
Depression/anxiety workshops - 67% 

Questionnaire - St. Barnabas, Croydon, Adelaide (Cont’d) 



Example 1. 
 
A community helping to regenerate a place of faith  
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The Great Mosque at Djenné, Mali 
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Example 2. 
 
A community tackling loneliness & social isolation 
 



The AGE to age project, Northeast Minnesota 



Example 3. 
 
‘Take a Student Home’ to tackle loneliness 
 



‘Take a 
Student Home’ 
initiative in 
Milan 
 





Example 4. 
 
A community working to regenerate itself 
 



The Wickford Wombles, UK 
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…and finally, appropriate uses for places of faith...? 
Norwich Cathedral 
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Rochester Cathedral 



Thank you 
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