
Being Church Together 
The Parish-School Relationship 





 The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely 
because it possesses great flexibility, it can assume 
quite different contours depending on the openness 
and missionary creativity of the pastor and the 
community. While certainly not the only institution 
which evangelizes, if the parish proves capable of 
self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it continues to 
be ‘the Church living in the midst of the homes of her 
sons and daughters’. This presumes that it really is in 
contact with the homes and the lives of its people, 
and does not become a useless structure out of touch 
with people or a self-absorbed group made up of a 
chosen few.  

 Pope Francis, Evangelli Gaudium, para 28 
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We adults can often be tempted to list all the problems 

and failings of today’s young people.  Perhaps some will 

find it praiseworthy that we seem so expert in discerning 

difficulties and dangers. But what would be the result of 

such an attitude?  Greater distance, less closeness, less 

mutual assistance. 
 

 

Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, para 66 
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Anyone called to be a parent, pastor or guide to young 

people must have the farsightedness to appreciate the 

little flame that continues to burn, the fragile reed that 

is shaken but not broken (cf. Is 42:3). The ability to 

discern pathways where others only see walls, to 

recognise potential where others see only peril.  That is 

how God the Father sees things; he knows how to cherish 

and nurture the seeds of goodness sown in the hearts of 

the young.  Each young person’s heart should thus be 

considered ‘holy ground’, a bearer of seeds of divine 

life, before which we must ‘take off our shoes’ in order 

to draw near and enter more deeply into the Mystery. 

Pope Francis, Christus Vivit, para 67 
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