
Worksheet: William Horton and the Royal Bull’s Head Inn

One of the inhabitants of Drayton was William Horton, who was the proprietor of the Bull’s Head 
Inn. In 1832, he was convicted of theft in England and transported to Australia for seven years. He 
was sixteen when he arrived. After serving out his sentence he worked as a stockman and became 
renowned as an experienced bushman. He was energetic, enthusiastic and determined to make the 
best of his situation. These were all good qualities for an ex-convict to start a new life in Australia. 

In the early 1840s, William Horton worked in the Queen’s Arms Hotel in Ipswich, where he met his 
wife Sarah Campbell. She was one of only three women living in Ipswich. 

In 1848, William and Sarah moved to Drayton to run the 
Bull’s Head Inn. William named the inn after a prize 
Durham bull named ‘Champion’ on Cecil Plains station, 
and the image of a bull’s head was used on advertisements 
(you can see one of these advertisements on this page). 
They  made it into a very comfortable place to stay 
overnight, or to sit and have a drink and a meal.

The inn was simply built of timber slabs 
with a shingled timber roof, but it 
contained a fine parlour (a room for 
eating, drinking and relaxing) and high-
quality meals were offered. There was a 
butcher’s shop on site, enabling a good 
supply of fresh and salted meat, a 

blacksmith and a saddler for repairs, and stabling and hay 
were available for travellers to rest their horses.
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Why might William Horton have preferred to remain in Australia, rather than return to 
England, after his sentence was completed?

What were the challenges that Sarah Campbell might have faced, with only two other 
women for company?

What important role did women have in the colony?

Shingles are 
small pieces of 
timber, a bit 
like tiles.



In 1858, William Horton decided to build a large extension to the inn. This extension survives 
today. It is now a museum and people visit it to see what it was like to live 150 years ago.

The extension was a long two-storey 
building constructed of brick and 
timber, with a shady verandah on the 
ground floor. It  provided numerous 
bedrooms and recreation rooms, 
private quarters for the Hortons, and 
even a bathroom, which was very 
unusual. In 1860, the Governor of 
Queensland, Sir George Bowen, 
stayed the night, which was a very 
special occasion.

As well as running the Inn, William Horton helped to 
establish a racecourse at Drayton. He donated a handsome 
trophy for the winner and a generous sum of prize money. 
He was a keen gambler himself and was known by the 
nickname ‘Bill the Fiver’ or ‘The Lucky Fiver’ from the 
time when he won a hand in a bush card game. 

William Horton died in 1864. During his life, he 
transformed from a convict to a successful businessman. His 
transportation to Australia had been the making of him. 
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The newspaper article on the left describes the Inn in 
1875, when it was sold at auction. Read the 
description then list all the different facilities that the 
Inn provided:


