
Extract from the Moreton Bay Courier, 22 April 1848
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Read the second paragraph and answer 
these questions in your workbook:

1. In what year (approximately) did Mr Lyon 
first visit Drayton?

2. What does the first sentence of the second 
paragraph tell you about the character of 
the British colonists?

3. How had Drayton changed since Mr Lyon 
first visited?

4. Vulcan was the Roman god of fire. He is 
often depicted with a blacksmith’s hammer. 
Who do you think the ‘two sons of Vulcan’ 
at Drayton are?

5. What does the last sentence tell you about 
further changes to the environment around 
Drayton?

Note: ‘rude’ has more than one meaning. In 
this article, ‘rude dwellings’ means houses 
that were roughly built.

The newspaper article goes on to describe 
what still needed to be done in Drayton. 

6. What does the phrase ‘produce order 
from the existing chaos’ tell you about the 
colonists’ attitude towards the natural 
landscape?

7. What sort of landscape was desirable to 
the colonists? 
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Look at this map of Drayton in 1849. What topographical features made this a 
suitable place for a settlement?


